
Society News and Notes by Kelly Mahan Herrick 
     

Plans are in full swing for the Pearl Chase Society’s Historic 
Homes Tour, scheduled for May 20, 2018. The tour will take 
place in Montecito’s Historic Hedgerow District, and will feature 

five homes on San Leandro Park Road, San Leandro Lane, and Arroqui. 
HHT chair Marcie Simmons reported that the homeowners are still 
willing to participate despite the 1/9 debris flow that occurred in 
Montecito. At the Board meeting in February, the Board voted to donate 
a portion of the proceeds of the event to Montecito mudslide recovery. 
We’ll have much more on the tour as it approaches. 

PCS President Steve Dowty reported on the rejection of the appeal 
of the project at 800 Santa Barbara Street on Tuesday, January 23, when 
the PCS joined forces with the Santa Barbara Conservancy to challenge 
a building project in the heart of El Pueblo Viejo, Santa Barbara’s 
historic district. At the City Council hearing, President Dowty made 
an presentation using images of the site and surrounding neighbors, 
emphasizing the high concentration of historic properties the 23-unit 
apartment project would adversely impact. The appeal of the project 
was based on its height, its close proximity to Anacapa School, parking 
issues and street side congestion, and other issues. 

The appeal was ultimately rejected, with a 3-3 vote. With a 
tied vote, the contentious 4-3 decision of the Historic Landmarks 
Committee stood and the approved project will be built. Moving 
forward, Kellam de Forest said he will draft letter to the State Historic 
Parks Preservation Office, alerting them of this project approval by  
the SB City Council, as the property is within an historic district  
of Santa Barbara. 

As mentioned in last month’s edition, the PCS board plans on 
transitioning this “snail mail” newsletter to a digital version very soon. 
Please see a report about the transition by Rick Closson on page 3. It is 
imperative that the Board has the email addresses of its members. 

The next board meeting will be held  
on Thursday, March 1. 

Society News and Notes by Cheri Rae

Board of Directors Meeting 
The April meeting was held on the grounds of the Santa Barbara Historical 

Museum, in the warm and inviting Covarrubias Room, made even more welcoming 
with a blazing fire in the fireplace. It was a busy multi-tasking session, complete 
with guests and a field trip.

Our guest (former board member) Robert Ooley provided an update about 
the restoration efforts at the Courthouse, which are extensive and, coming into 
sharp focus. He reported that after seven years, the fountain is fully operational, 
“to the great joy of everyone working on it.” The lawn will soon be restored, the 
curbing stones around the perimeter wall, which were removed to protect them, 
will be re-placed, and there is big news about the clock room, which is nearing 
completion. 

The 82-year-old Seth Thomas tower clock is one of some 3,000 sold worldwide, 
and it is thought that only about 10 percent of them are still in working order. The 
Courthouse clock has been restored with the installation of tiny electronic sensors, 
and its fascinating clockworks are now visible to the public, ADA accessible, and 
the newest must-see—and hear—for residents and guests. The 67-foot-long mural 
about time by Ed Lister, a local painter with experience in Hollywood sets and 
backdrops, is a wonder to behold. 

Robert also requested the Board consider a request to help the Architectural 
Foundation with its project to repair the siding of its headquarters in the Ashton 
House, the distinctive 1904 Italianate Victorian building at the corner of Garden 
and Victoria streets. More information will be forthcoming. 

Our second guest was Jason Bryan, Senior Recreation Supervisor with the City 
of Santa Barbara. He invited members of the Board to appear at the Parks and 
Recreation meeting on April 25 to receive recognition and the City’s appreciation 
for participating in the restoration of the Carrillo Recreation Center. He also briefly 
discussed the possibility of bringing back the local tradition of the Winter Ball, 
once hosted by Miss Pearl Chase, in 2013. 

Board members then enjoyed the opportunity to visit the Gledhill Library, 
and were treated to a presentation by Michael Redmon, our great community 
resource. He had assembled a number of fascinating clippings, photos and other 
historic treasures to provide insights about the collection of more than 70,000 
photos, 5,000 books and pamphlets, and countless clippings, original documents, 
magazines and newspapers that provide great accessibility and insight into the 
day-to-day, year-to-year accounts of Santa Barbara—its people, events, and place 
in our ever-changing world. 
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SCHEDULED MEETINGS OF INTEREST

Pearl Chase Society 

Board Meetings are held the first Thursday of the 
month. Please note the change in date and time to 
allow members to attend the Memorial Service for 
Selma Rubin, which is scheduled for the afternoon 
of May 3. 

May 10, MacVeagh House, 
2559 Puesta del Sol, 3:00 p.m.

Preservation Committee Meetings are held the 
fourth Friday of the month: 

May 24, Pico Adobe, 
123 East Canon Perdido Street, 11:00 a.m. 

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 

City meetings are broadcast live on City TV Channel 
18 and streamed live at www.santabarbaraca.gov/
Government/Video, where they are also archived 
and viewable on demand. 

City Council Meetings are held on Tuesdays at 
2:00 p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall: May 1, 
8, 15, 22. (No meeting on May 29 due to Memorial 
Day Holiday.)

Planning Commission Meetings are held on the 
first, second and third Thursdays of the month at 
1:00 p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall: May 3, 
10, 17, 31.

Historic Landmarks Commission Meetings are 
held every other Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. at the 
David Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden 
Street: May 9, 23.

Architectural Board of Review Meetings are held 
every other Monday at 3:00 p.m. at the David 
Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street: 
May 7, 14, 21.

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA 

County Board of Supervisor Meetings and 
Planning Commission meetings are broadcast 
live on CSBTV20. They are also streamed at www.
countyofsb.org/ceo/media02.aspx, where they are 
also archived and viewable on demand. 

County Board of Supervisors Meetings are held 
on three Tuesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara 
in the Board of Supervisors Hearing Room, 105 East 
Anapamu St., 4th Floor. The second meeting is held 
in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside Parkway: May 
1 (SB), 8 (SM), 15 (SB). 

County Planning Commission Meetings are held 
three Wednesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara at 
123 East Anapamu Street, Room 17, and the second 
meeting is held in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside 
Parkway: May 2 (SB), 9 (SM), 16 (SB).  

County Historic Landmarks Advisory Commission 
Meetings are held the second Monday of the month 
at 10 a.m. at 123 East Anapamu, Room 17 (unless 
specified otherwise): April 9.

And of course, our Annual Historic Homes 
Tour, May 20, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Bungalow Haven 
Neighborhood, with ample parking at Santa 
Barbara High School.

historic homes tour
THE PEARL CHASE SOCIETY presents its THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

Illustration: G
ail Lucas

sunday, may 20, 2012
11a.m. to 4p.m. • by advance reservation
.

SHOWCASING THE CLASSIC CALIFORNIA COTTAGES OF 
SANTA BARBARA’S BUNGALOW HAVEN NEIGHBORHOOD

TICKET PRICE: $55 PER PERSON

For Tickets and Information, please call (805) 961-3938
or visit PEARLCHASESOCIETY.ORG

historic homes tour
THE PEARL CHASE SOCIETY presents its THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

Illustration: G
ail Lucas

sunday, may 20, 2012
11a.m. to 4p.m. • by advance reservation
.

SHOWCASING THE CLASSIC CALIFORNIA COTTAGES OF 
SANTA BARBARA’S BUNGALOW HAVEN NEIGHBORHOOD

TICKET PRICE: $55 PER PERSON

For Tickets and Information, please call (805) 961-3938
or visit PEARLCHASESOCIETY.ORG

See Page 3 for full information
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  PEARL CHASE SOCIETY MARCH  
SCHEDULED MEETINGS OF INTEREST 

PEARL CHASE SOCIETY
Board Meetings are typically held the first 
Thursday of the month at the MacVeagh 
House on the grounds of the Natural History 
Museum. Next meeting: March 1

Preservation Committee Meetings are now 
held at 4 pm on the fourth Thursday of the 
month at Wood Glen Hall, 3010 Foothill 
Road. Next meeting: March 22

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA
City meetings are broadcast live on City 
TV channel 18 and streamed live at www.
santabarbaraca.gov/Government/Video, 
where they are also archived and viewable 
on demand. 

City Council Meetings are held on Tuesdays 
at 2 pm at Council Chambers, City Hall: 
March 6, 13, 20, 27

Planning Commission Meetings are held 
on the first, second and third Thursdays of 
the month at 1 pm at Council Chambers,  
City Hall: March 1, 8, 15

Historic Landmarks Commission Meetings 
are held every other Wednesday at 1:30 pm 
at the David Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 
630 Garden Street: March 7, 21

Architectural Board of Review Meetings are 
held Mondays at 3 pm at the David Gebhard 
Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street. 
Full Board meets on March 5, 12, 19, 26 

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA
County Board of Supervisor Meetings 
and Planning Commission meetings are 
broadcast live on CSBTV20. They are also 
streamed at www.countyofsb.org/ceo/
media02.aspx, where they are also archived 
and viewable on demand. 

County Board of Supervisors Meetings are 
held on three Tuesdays of the month at 9 am. 
The first and third meetings are held in Santa 
Barbara in the Board of Supervisors Hearing 
Room, 105 East Anapamu St., 4th Floor.  
The second meeting is (typically) held in 
Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside Parkway. 
March 20 (SB); March 13 (SM)

County Planning Commission Meetings are 
held three Wednesdays of the month at 9 am. 
The first and third meetings are held in Santa 
Barbara at 123 East Anapamu Street, Room 
17, and the second meeting is (typically) held 
in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside Parkway: 
March 7, 28 (SB), March 14 (SM)

County Historic Landmarks Advisory 
Commission Meetings are held the second 
Monday of the month at 10 am at 123 East 
Anapamu, Room 17 (unless specified 
otherwise): March 12
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PEARL CHASE SOCIETY 
Board of Directors

President
Steve Dowty 

Vice President 
Erik Davis

Secretary 
Barbara Boyd

Historian 
Patti Ottoboni

Board Members
Cole Cervantes

Kellam de Forest
Tina Foss 

Christine Hoehner 
Anita Arellanes Leski

Maureen Masson 
Christine Neuhauser 

Kitty Peri 
Marcella Simmons

Members Emeritus
Sue Adams  
Bob Baum

Roger Horton 
Barbara Lowenthal 

Please direct inquiries 
and comments to: 

PEARL CHASE SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 92121 

Santa Barbara, CA 93190-2121 
For information, call 

(805) 961-3938

Newsletter
Kelly Mahan Herrick, editor 

DanLevin.com, graphics
PCS Board Members, distribution

Printing Impressions, press

Materials published in The Capital is 
copyrighted by The Pearl Chase Society  
and may be reproduced only with the  

written permission of the editor.

Santa Barbara has a long history of flood events. Between 1862 and 
2010, Santa Barbara has experienced 15 significant floods. This year 
adds another. The flood of 1914 took out all the bridges over Mission 
Creek except for the stone bridge. Montecito Creek overflowed. Mud 
and rocks demolished the William P. Gould mansion on Olive Mill 
Road. That flood explains the lonely stone gateposts. Floods in 1944 
impacted Val Verde on Sycamore Canyon Road, filling the lower pool 
with mud and destroying the pavilion that displayed a Roman  
statue of Hermes. 

At least three cottages at the San Ysidro Ranch were destroyed, and 
mud and boulders covered a majority of the property. Approximately a 
quarter of it went relatively undamaged. The resort’s historic buildings, 
including the Kennedy Cottage, where John and Jackie Kennedy stayed 
during their honeymoon, the old 1820 adobe and the stone house, 
originally, a lemon-packing house now the restaurant, were spared.

Casa de Herrero weathered the storm. Its director Jessica Tade 
reported that after the mudslides, walking in the Casa gardens was 
surreal. “Flowers burst with color in the Cutting Garden, roses 
bloomed in the Rose Garden, and the orchards were full of ripe citrus 
fruit. Birds chirped in the distance,” she said. 

At Riven Rock, the former Stanley McCormick estate, much of the 
grounds including at least one stone bridge are reportedly destroyed 

Continued on Page 4
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Material published in The Capital is 
copyrighted by The Pearl Chase Society 
and may be reproduced only with the 
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PEARL CHASE SOCIETY 
Board of Directors

President
Susan Adams

Vice President
Hattie Beresford

Secretary
Kellam de Forest

Treasurer
Vito Gioiello

Historian
Patti Ottoboni

Marty Blum
Louise Boucher 
Barbara Boyd
Bob Burtness
Steve Crozier
Roger Horton

Barbara Lowenthal
Lisa Lunsford
Nyna Mahan

Maureen Masson
Kitty Peri

Please direct inquiries 
and comments to:

PEARL CHASE SOCIETY
P.O. Box 92121

Santa Barbara 93190-2121
For information, call 

(805) 961-3938

By Kellam de Forest
(Initiated by popular request, Preservation Watch informs Pearl Chase Society members of community 
projects that may disturb historical structures and features, explains community preservation efforts, 

and/or lists opportunities for public input for those concerned with a particular issue.) 

Newsletter
Cheri Rae, editor

Darrell Degenhart, graphics
Maureen Masson and 

Susan Adams, distribution 
Printing Impressions, press

Historic Resources Element: The task force has received the staff comments on 
the text of the Element. On April 18, the task force started evaluating the staff 
suggestions. It will take at least one more meeting for the task force before a final 
document is completed. The City Council needs to be congratulated in authorizing 
this task force, thus ensuring that the acknowledgement and protection of our 
City’s irreplaceable historic resources are part of the new General Plan. In addition 
to volunteer efforts, substantial salaried time has gone into the document, which 
is the product of citizen and staff cooperation. Planner Heather Baker, the staff 
liaison, has been very efficient and responsive to the task force’s needs, through 
the almost year-long process.

Miramar Beach Road: The applicant who 
wanted to build a third story on a beach 
cottage at 1548 B Miramar Beach Road 
listened to the public. At the Montecito 
Board of Architectural Review hearing April 
18, a revised plan was presented. Instead 
of a full third story, a loft for sleeping 
quarters was proposed. The loft will raise 
the building height four feet and contain 
clerestory windows.  Although a step in 
the right direction, the revised design is 
not compatible with the neighborhood and 
does not respect the historic ambience of this 
historic row of beach cottages, as illustrated 
in a 1946 photograph.

901 Olive Street: A 51-foot tall, 61,000-square-foot apartment building is proposed 
to be built in the current parking lot behind the office building on the northwest 
corner of Olive and Canon Perdido streets. The height is necessary to provide a 
66 car-parking garage. In addition to a huge building, the architects propose to 
sheath both the existing two-story office building and the apartment with the latest 
modern metal siding. The result will be a modern building similar to those found 
in Seattle and Bellevue, Washington, or on a smaller scale Palm Springs. This style 
is not compatible with the neighborhood, nor with Santa Barbara.   
415 Hot Springs Road: This is the address of the Baron Maximillian H. C. von 
Romberg house designed by Lutah Riggs in 1927 and completed in 1938.  The 
Baron was described as a dashing daredevil who risked life and limb as an aviator, 
a racecar driver and a polo player. He died in an airplane crash prior to the 
house’s completion. His widow later married Burton Tremaine and became one 
of the premier collectors of modern art in Santa Barbara. The current owners of 
this historic house are in the process of restoring it to its original design.  The 
problem is that the traffic on Hot Springs has increased since 1938, causing what 
the owners consider excessive noise in the garden, and especially in the second-
story bedrooms. The owners are proposing a 12-foot- high sound wall 400 feet 
long along the Hot Springs.  The wall is to be inside the 20-foot setback where 
wall height is not regulated by ordinance. The property rises about 10 feet from 
Hot Springs enhancing the wall’s impact. Both the Montecito Association and 
MBAR have voiced objections.  
St Anthony’s: Although the Franciscan seminary on Garden Street is now the 
Garden Street Academy, for most Santa Barbara residents, it will always be the 
landmark known as St. Anthony’s. The school is located within the boundaries of El 

From left: 1543-B, 1544, and 1546 
Miramar Beach. Historical photo 

circa 1946 courtesy of Pamela 
Jameson Boehr.

—continued on next page

A mud caked San Ysidro Ranch 
will reopen eventually, according 

to employees at the Ranch  
(photo by Kelly Mahan Herrick)  
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Good News, Members!
The Pearl Chase Society Board voted  

to convert our current distribution of  
The Capital from a postal mailing to an email. 
You’ll get the same great content and information; 
nothing will change about that. The Capital  
will come to you via an emailing system. 

What are the advantages?
First, it brings us into the 21st century with 

almost all other nonprofit organizations. All of 
you currently receive communications on your 
computer that can extend far beyond the word 
printed on a page. You’ll be able to click on links 
within articles that will take you immediately to 
primary references, images, and other materials 
that complement stories in The Capital.

Second, the issue we send you will be in full 

color. So many of the stories in The Capital are 
about historic people and places that just look 
better in color. Even ancient sepia toned images 
look better than the sheer black and white of our 
printed newsletter. Not all the images included 
in stories will be in color because, well, that’s 
history. But whenever we’ve got a color image, 
we’ll use it.

Third, more of your annual dues and 
donations will go to what you want most: historic 
preservation. Sending you an emailed copy of 
The Capital each month saves the Society printing 
and postage costs. Those are dollars that will now 
be spent supporting local preservation projects, 
which is a big reason you support the Pearl Chase 
Society anyway. Right?

When will this all happen?

Taking the Leap to Digital 
 by Rick Closson 

or least inundated with mud. Riven Rock’s great 
main house was razed after the 1925 earthquake. 
Stanley died from pneumonia in 1947. The estate 
was subdivided into 34 parcels with many of its 
outbuildings converted into residences. The oak tree 
growing out of a cracked boulder that gave the estate 
its name died a number of years ago.

There is an opportunity to again appeal the Santa 
Barbara City Council’s spilt decision to uphold the 
proposed AUD apartment house project on the 
corner of Santa Barbara and De La Guerra Streets. 
Before the applicant can proceed, detailed plans 
for the project have to be given Final Approval by 
The Historic Landmarks Commission. When 
Final Approval is granted, that decision could be 
appealed on the grounds that no Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) was made. The California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires that an 
(EIR) be prepared for projects proposed to be built in 

designated Historic Districts.
The Santa Barbara City Council voted on February 

13 to permit the demolition of Franceschi House.  
The City proposes to build an interpretive pavilion, at 
the cost of $2 million to $3 million, that recognizes the 
contributions of botanist Francesco Franceschi and 
philanthropist Alden Freeman in its place.  I would 
have preferred the option to preserve the shell of 
the structure as a picturesque ruin, but the Parks 
and Recreation Department felt that for safety and 
seismic reasons removal of the iconic structure  
was preferable. 

The Pearl Chase Society has been at the forefront 
in efforts to preserve Franceschi House for twenty 
years. It is sad that their efforts were not successful.  
I hope that an attractive structure can be designed 
that illustrate Dr. Franceschi’s horticultural 
contributions and display Mr. Freeman’s fascinating 
medallions.

—continued on page 4



MEMBERSHIP  
REPORT  

by Maureen Masson 
 

January 2018 PCS Renewals
Luann Beach

Bill & Claire Bogaard
Carolyn N. Cogan

Nora Duncan
Louise Tighe

Woody & Grace Wilde
Anne-Marie & Grant Castleberg

Pete Dal Bello (re-instated)  
 

February 2018 PCS Renewals
Nancy Tuomey (rejoining) 

Note: Membership in the Pearl Chase Society 
provides the opportunity to be a part of an 

important organization dedicated to preserving 
sites of enduring value in and  

around Santa Barbara.

The Pearl Chase Society
Post Office Box 92121
Santa Barbara, CA
93190-2121

First Class
Postage

Address Correction
Requested

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL

Preservation Watch 
Continued from Page 2 New and Renewing Members

JULY 
Renewals

Dr. and Mrs. Robert 
Baum

Keith C. Berry
Marty and Joe Blum

Joyce H. Bryan
Grant and Anne-Marie 

Castleberg
Lani Meanley Collins

Peggy Martens
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. 
Plummer (formerly Kati 

Smith-Tretheway)
New Member

Griffin and Crane, 
General Contractors, 

Inc.

AUGUST 
Renewals

Merrie Chaney

Rick and Cathy Closson
Kellam de Forest

Konnie Gault
Nancy Golden
Jane and Terry 

Honikman
Dr. Karl L. and Nancy 

Hutterer
Stella Larson

Amy and Mike 
Mayfield

Suzanne and Duncan 
Mellichamp
Pat Musarra

Carol Newman
Dawn M. O’Brien
Patricia Ottoboni
Steven L. Pliha

Sandra Rezzonico and 
Bob Young 
Lisa Reich
Ethel Scar

NS Ceramic, Inc. / Carl 
and Nola Stucky

Leland Walmsley / 
everGREEN landscape 

architects, inc.

SEPTEMBER
Renewals

Hal and Louise Boucher
Steve Dowty
Nora Duncan

David and Ann 
Dwelley

Betsy J. Green 
Jill Dore Kent

Bill and Nyna Mahan
Mrs. Marjorie M. 

Nelson
Max and Shelly Ruston

Frank and Leslie 
Schipper

Gina and Alex Ziegler

Task Force is now working on policies. 
Victoria Hall 

The HLC is waiting for the Ensemble 
Theater to submit their revised plans 
for the entryway. The existing steps 
worked years ago when the building 
was a church, used only on Sundays, but 
the configuration is not compatible with 
today’s ADA requirements. 
The Hotel Californian

At the HLC meeting on September 
14, the City of Santa Barbara revealed 
that the current owners appear to have 
sufficient funds to move ahead on the 
plans to demolish most of the Hotel 
Californian. The plans call for stabilizing 
the existing four walls while the entire 
interior is gutted, then retrofitted with 
steel posts and beams.  
Goleta

Any plans for the City of Goleta to 
have the HLAC administer the County 
landmarks now within the city limits 
has been put aside while the Goleta City 
Council tackles new zoning ordinances. Don’t forget to LIKE us on Facebook.   www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety

Taking the Leap to Digital —continued from page 3

We will begin as soon as we are sure we have your correct 
email address. We have some addresses but our list is not 
complete. We need yours! As we receive email addresses 
we will email The Capital to those addresses. We hope this 
conversion will be painless but we need to do it. We will nag 
you for your information. Our final printed edition will be 
in April. Our May edition of The Capital will be entirely via 
email to you.

 
What you need to do.
Email us the following information to: info@pearlchasesociety.org
• Full Name of the Member(s)
• �Postal Address (yes, we still need that for our records,  

even though we’ll be sending The Capital via email)
• �Email Address to which the monthly The Capital  

should be sent


