
Society News and Notes by Cheri Rae

Board of Directors Meeting 
The April meeting was held on the grounds of the Santa Barbara Historical 

Museum, in the warm and inviting Covarrubias Room, made even more welcoming 
with a blazing fire in the fireplace. It was a busy multi-tasking session, complete 
with guests and a field trip.

Our guest (former board member) Robert Ooley provided an update about 
the restoration efforts at the Courthouse, which are extensive and, coming into 
sharp focus. He reported that after seven years, the fountain is fully operational, 
“to the great joy of everyone working on it.” The lawn will soon be restored, the 
curbing stones around the perimeter wall, which were removed to protect them, 
will be re-placed, and there is big news about the clock room, which is nearing 
completion. 

The 82-year-old Seth Thomas tower clock is one of some 3,000 sold worldwide, 
and it is thought that only about 10 percent of them are still in working order. The 
Courthouse clock has been restored with the installation of tiny electronic sensors, 
and its fascinating clockworks are now visible to the public, ADA accessible, and 
the newest must-see—and hear—for residents and guests. The 67-foot-long mural 
about time by Ed Lister, a local painter with experience in Hollywood sets and 
backdrops, is a wonder to behold. 

Robert also requested the Board consider a request to help the Architectural 
Foundation with its project to repair the siding of its headquarters in the Ashton 
House, the distinctive 1904 Italianate Victorian building at the corner of Garden 
and Victoria streets. More information will be forthcoming. 

Our second guest was Jason Bryan, Senior Recreation Supervisor with the City 
of Santa Barbara. He invited members of the Board to appear at the Parks and 
Recreation meeting on April 25 to receive recognition and the City’s appreciation 
for participating in the restoration of the Carrillo Recreation Center. He also briefly 
discussed the possibility of bringing back the local tradition of the Winter Ball, 
once hosted by Miss Pearl Chase, in 2013. 

Board members then enjoyed the opportunity to visit the Gledhill Library, 
and were treated to a presentation by Michael Redmon, our great community 
resource. He had assembled a number of fascinating clippings, photos and other 
historic treasures to provide insights about the collection of more than 70,000 
photos, 5,000 books and pamphlets, and countless clippings, original documents, 
magazines and newspapers that provide great accessibility and insight into the 
day-to-day, year-to-year accounts of Santa Barbara—its people, events, and place 
in our ever-changing world. 
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SCHEDULED MEETINGS OF INTEREST

Pearl Chase Society 

Board Meetings are held the first Thursday of the 
month. Please note the change in date and time to 
allow members to attend the Memorial Service for 
Selma Rubin, which is scheduled for the afternoon 
of May 3. 

May 10, MacVeagh House, 
2559 Puesta del Sol, 3:00 p.m.

Preservation Committee Meetings are held the 
fourth Friday of the month: 

May 24, Pico Adobe, 
123 East Canon Perdido Street, 11:00 a.m. 

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 

City meetings are broadcast live on City TV Channel 
18 and streamed live at www.santabarbaraca.gov/
Government/Video, where they are also archived 
and viewable on demand. 

City Council Meetings are held on Tuesdays at 
2:00 p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall: May 1, 
8, 15, 22. (No meeting on May 29 due to Memorial 
Day Holiday.)

Planning Commission Meetings are held on the 
first, second and third Thursdays of the month at 
1:00 p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall: May 3, 
10, 17, 31.

Historic Landmarks Commission Meetings are 
held every other Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. at the 
David Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden 
Street: May 9, 23.

Architectural Board of Review Meetings are held 
every other Monday at 3:00 p.m. at the David 
Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street: 
May 7, 14, 21.

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA 

County Board of Supervisor Meetings and 
Planning Commission meetings are broadcast 
live on CSBTV20. They are also streamed at www.
countyofsb.org/ceo/media02.aspx, where they are 
also archived and viewable on demand. 

County Board of Supervisors Meetings are held 
on three Tuesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara 
in the Board of Supervisors Hearing Room, 105 East 
Anapamu St., 4th Floor. The second meeting is held 
in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside Parkway: May 
1 (SB), 8 (SM), 15 (SB). 

County Planning Commission Meetings are held 
three Wednesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara at 
123 East Anapamu Street, Room 17, and the second 
meeting is held in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside 
Parkway: May 2 (SB), 9 (SM), 16 (SB).  

County Historic Landmarks Advisory Commission 
Meetings are held the second Monday of the month 
at 10 a.m. at 123 East Anapamu, Room 17 (unless 
specified otherwise): April 9.

And of course, our Annual Historic Homes 
Tour, May 20, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Bungalow Haven 
Neighborhood, with ample parking at Santa 
Barbara High School.

historic homes tour
THE PEARL CHASE SOCIETY presents its THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

Illustration: G
ail Lucas

sunday, may 20, 2012
11a.m. to 4p.m. • by advance reservation
.

SHOWCASING THE CLASSIC CALIFORNIA COTTAGES OF 
SANTA BARBARA’S BUNGALOW HAVEN NEIGHBORHOOD

TICKET PRICE: $55 PER PERSON

For Tickets and Information, please call (805) 961-3938
or visit PEARLCHASESOCIETY.ORG

historic homes tour
THE PEARL CHASE SOCIETY presents its THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

Illustration: G
ail Lucas

sunday, may 20, 2012
11a.m. to 4p.m. • by advance reservation
.

SHOWCASING THE CLASSIC CALIFORNIA COTTAGES OF 
SANTA BARBARA’S BUNGALOW HAVEN NEIGHBORHOOD

TICKET PRICE: $55 PER PERSON

For Tickets and Information, please call (805) 961-3938
or visit PEARLCHASESOCIETY.ORG

See Page 3 for full information
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  OCTOBER MEETINGS OF INTEREST 

PEARL CHASE SOCIETY
Next Board of Directors meeting at the Carriage 
and Western Art Museum of Santa Barbara, 129 
Castillo Street, on October 1 at 3:30 p.m. 

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA
City meetings are broadcast live on City TV 
channel 18 and streamed live HERE, where 
they are also archived and viewable on 
demand. Or Watch on You Tube HERE

City Council 
Tuesdays at 2 pm at Council Chambers, City 
Hall. HERE. October 6, 13, 27

Planning Commission
First, second and third Thursdays of the month 
at 1 pm at Council Chambers, City Hall. HERE.  
October 1, 8, 15

Historic Landmarks Commission
Every other Wednesday at 1:30 pm at the David 
Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden 
Street. HERE. October 7, 21

Architectural Board of Review 
Alternate Mondays at 3 pm at the David 
Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden 
Street. HERE. October 12, 26

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA
County Board of Supervisor Meetings and 
Planning Commission meetings are broadcast 
live on CSBTV20. They are also streamed live 
HERE where they are also archived and 
viewable on demand.

County Board of Supervisors
Three Tuesdays of the month at 9 a.m. The first 
and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara 
in the Board of Supervisors Hearing Room, 
105 East Anapamu St., 4th Floor. The second 
meeting is (typically) held in Santa Maria at 511 
East Lakeside Parkway. October 6 (SB), 20 (SM)

County Planning Commission
Three Wednesdays of the month at 9 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara 
at 123 East Anapamu Street, Room 17, and the 
second meeting is (typically) held in Santa Maria 
at 511 East Lakeside Parkway. October 7 (SB), 14 
(SM), 28 (SB)

County Historic Landmarks 
Advisory Commission

Second Monday of the month at 10 a.m. at 123 
East Anapamu St., Room 17 (unless specified 
otherwise). October 12

Want to get involved, or have submissions for  
The Capital? Email us at PCS@pearlchasesociety.org. 

News and Notes
By Christine Neuhauser, President of the Pearl 
Chase Society 

We are delighted to report an 
excellent turnout for Valerie 
Smith’s presentation about the 

Small Homes Movement in Santa Barbara. It 
was standing room only at the informative 
and entertaining gathering on September 18. 

To everyone who has attended any of 
the presentations of our Kellam de Forest 
Speaker Series—just completing its fourth 
year—we are delighted you came to learn 
from knowledgeable presenters who have 
discussed a variety of topics of community 
interest. Your generosity and interest support 
the work of the Pearl Chase Society to 
protect, preserve and educate about Santa 
Barbara’s historic legacy. Inspired by the 
tireless work of Kellam de Forest—who 
was one of our community’s most stellar 
historic preservationists—we think he would 
be pleased at the outreach and education 
continued by the Society in his name.  

This year we changed our venue to the 
Carriage and Western Art Museum and are 
pleased we did.The amenities suit us with 
simplified parking, the historic location and 
the ease of set-up, making possible pre- and 
post-presentation refreshments. The setting 
becomes more comfortable as we fine-tune 
our experience.

It is through the generosity of our board 
member, Dylan Peterson that the Pearl 
Chase Society has a place to call home. And 
we have many plans to partner with the 
organization to display artifacts, awards and 
memorabilia associated with Pearl Chase. 
She certainly deserves the recognition.

Mark your calendars for a Pearl Chase 
birthday celebration on November 16 at the 
museum. Details will follow, and we’re looking 
forward to a fun-filled evening to appreciate her inspirational leadership. 

Photos courtesy Monie Photography.
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHMOQria78ofyzntCtG1-6Q
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Postcards from the Past: Santa 
Barbara Mission Views from the 
Detroit Publishing Company
By Cheri Rae 

Remember the joy of finding a picture postcard in the mailbox and 
the fun of selecting and sending just the right one. In this time of 
instant communication facilitated by technology, the nostalgic 

notion of picture postcards seems dated and quaint. But there’s nothing 
quite like postcard with a thoughtful message handwritten on the back. 
Whether a memento from a domestic travel or an exotic adventure, a 
postcard is something special to give, receive and keep. 

Viewing historic postcards reveals significant information about what 
images of a place were considered most evocative of its spirit and the 
most compelling statements of important sights and activities. 

In the early 1900s, the Detroit Publishing Company created a 
significant collection of postcards depicting Santa Barbara’s natural and 
architectural beauty. Only a handful of them from an extensive collection 
created in 1911 are digitized and part of the Library of Congress Prints 
and Photographs Division; others are in the public domain thanks to 
Wikimedia Commons. 

Note that in its collection, various angles and moods of the Santa 
Barbara Mission appear more than any other views of Santa Barbara. 
Then, as now, it is the iconic image of Santa Barbara, a beautiful and 

Situated above Santa 
Barbara, with a view all the 
way to the Pacific Ocean, 

images of the “Queen of the 
Missions” established the 
town as a place of natural 

beauty complemented by its 
architectural elegance. The 
protection of its distinctive 

setting—and preserving 
views of it—has been a 

priority for residents of Santa 
Barbara for centuries. May it 

always be so. 

http://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
https://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
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evocative symbol of the community’s spirit and 
heritage. 

We can only imagine what a delight it must 
have been in 1911 to receive a postcard in the mail 
depicting the magical mission situated in a beautiful 

place named for a saint, where religious figures wore 
medieval robes and contemplated the mysteries 
of life. Even more reason for us to recognize the 
imperative for us to continue to be good stewards of 
this special place—and every view of it. 

The postcards that captured the romance of Santa Barbara’s 
built environment, combined with the spiritual setting 

offered a glimpse of a very special place when sent to the 
folks back home. Of special interest were contemplative 
images of the Franciscan Friars strolling the grounds of 

their sanctuary. Clad in their brown tunics cinched with a 
rope around the waist, they embodied humility and devotion 

while surrounded by beauty.  



LIKE us on Facebook.   www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
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Other Scenes and Sights: More picture postcards depicting the uniqueness of  
Santa Barbara, circa 1911 from the Detroit Publishing Company. 

Santa Barbara’s grand and luxurious hotels 
attracted wealthy travelers, seekers of improved 

health and residents of the East Coast who wanted 
to escape the winter weather. Elegant interiors and 

extravagant grounds were special features of the 
El Encanto (above), the Potter Hotel (left), and the 

Arlington Hotel (below). 

Natural wonders of the area: (left) The bucolic setting of Hope Ranch among the oaks, (right) an adventurous crossing of the Santa Inez River

http://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
https://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
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Long, warm summer days enjoying oceanside activities go way back in Santa Barbara:  
A day at the beach, a graceful promenade, a concert at the plaza, activities at Los Banõs Del Mar. 

http://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
https://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety

