
Society News and Notes by Cheri Rae

Board of Directors Meeting 
The April meeting was held on the grounds of the Santa Barbara Historical 

Museum, in the warm and inviting Covarrubias Room, made even more welcoming 
with a blazing fire in the fireplace. It was a busy multi-tasking session, complete 
with guests and a field trip.

Our guest (former board member) Robert Ooley provided an update about 
the restoration efforts at the Courthouse, which are extensive and, coming into 
sharp focus. He reported that after seven years, the fountain is fully operational, 
“to the great joy of everyone working on it.” The lawn will soon be restored, the 
curbing stones around the perimeter wall, which were removed to protect them, 
will be re-placed, and there is big news about the clock room, which is nearing 
completion. 

The 82-year-old Seth Thomas tower clock is one of some 3,000 sold worldwide, 
and it is thought that only about 10 percent of them are still in working order. The 
Courthouse clock has been restored with the installation of tiny electronic sensors, 
and its fascinating clockworks are now visible to the public, ADA accessible, and 
the newest must-see—and hear—for residents and guests. The 67-foot-long mural 
about time by Ed Lister, a local painter with experience in Hollywood sets and 
backdrops, is a wonder to behold. 

Robert also requested the Board consider a request to help the Architectural 
Foundation with its project to repair the siding of its headquarters in the Ashton 
House, the distinctive 1904 Italianate Victorian building at the corner of Garden 
and Victoria streets. More information will be forthcoming. 

Our second guest was Jason Bryan, Senior Recreation Supervisor with the City 
of Santa Barbara. He invited members of the Board to appear at the Parks and 
Recreation meeting on April 25 to receive recognition and the City’s appreciation 
for participating in the restoration of the Carrillo Recreation Center. He also briefly 
discussed the possibility of bringing back the local tradition of the Winter Ball, 
once hosted by Miss Pearl Chase, in 2013. 

Board members then enjoyed the opportunity to visit the Gledhill Library, 
and were treated to a presentation by Michael Redmon, our great community 
resource. He had assembled a number of fascinating clippings, photos and other 
historic treasures to provide insights about the collection of more than 70,000 
photos, 5,000 books and pamphlets, and countless clippings, original documents, 
magazines and newspapers that provide great accessibility and insight into the 
day-to-day, year-to-year accounts of Santa Barbara—its people, events, and place 
in our ever-changing world. 
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SCHEDULED MEETINGS OF INTEREST

Pearl Chase Society 

Board Meetings are held the first Thursday of the 
month. Please note the change in date and time to 
allow members to attend the Memorial Service for 
Selma Rubin, which is scheduled for the afternoon 
of May 3. 

May 10, MacVeagh House, 
2559 Puesta del Sol, 3:00 p.m.

Preservation Committee Meetings are held the 
fourth Friday of the month: 

May 24, Pico Adobe, 
123 East Canon Perdido Street, 11:00 a.m. 

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 

City meetings are broadcast live on City TV Channel 
18 and streamed live at www.santabarbaraca.gov/
Government/Video, where they are also archived 
and viewable on demand. 

City Council Meetings are held on Tuesdays at 
2:00 p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall: May 1, 
8, 15, 22. (No meeting on May 29 due to Memorial 
Day Holiday.)

Planning Commission Meetings are held on the 
first, second and third Thursdays of the month at 
1:00 p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall: May 3, 
10, 17, 31.

Historic Landmarks Commission Meetings are 
held every other Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. at the 
David Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden 
Street: May 9, 23.

Architectural Board of Review Meetings are held 
every other Monday at 3:00 p.m. at the David 
Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street: 
May 7, 14, 21.

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA 

County Board of Supervisor Meetings and 
Planning Commission meetings are broadcast 
live on CSBTV20. They are also streamed at www.
countyofsb.org/ceo/media02.aspx, where they are 
also archived and viewable on demand. 

County Board of Supervisors Meetings are held 
on three Tuesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara 
in the Board of Supervisors Hearing Room, 105 East 
Anapamu St., 4th Floor. The second meeting is held 
in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside Parkway: May 
1 (SB), 8 (SM), 15 (SB). 

County Planning Commission Meetings are held 
three Wednesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara at 
123 East Anapamu Street, Room 17, and the second 
meeting is held in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside 
Parkway: May 2 (SB), 9 (SM), 16 (SB).  

County Historic Landmarks Advisory Commission 
Meetings are held the second Monday of the month 
at 10 a.m. at 123 East Anapamu, Room 17 (unless 
specified otherwise): April 9.

And of course, our Annual Historic Homes 
Tour, May 20, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Bungalow Haven 
Neighborhood, with ample parking at Santa 
Barbara High School.

historic homes tour
THE PEARL CHASE SOCIETY presents its THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

Illustration: G
ail Lucas

sunday, may 20, 2012
11a.m. to 4p.m. • by advance reservation
.

SHOWCASING THE CLASSIC CALIFORNIA COTTAGES OF 
SANTA BARBARA’S BUNGALOW HAVEN NEIGHBORHOOD

TICKET PRICE: $55 PER PERSON

For Tickets and Information, please call (805) 961-3938
or visit PEARLCHASESOCIETY.ORG

historic homes tour
THE PEARL CHASE SOCIETY presents its THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

Illustration: G
ail Lucas

sunday, may 20, 2012
11a.m. to 4p.m. • by advance reservation
.

SHOWCASING THE CLASSIC CALIFORNIA COTTAGES OF 
SANTA BARBARA’S BUNGALOW HAVEN NEIGHBORHOOD

TICKET PRICE: $55 PER PERSON

For Tickets and Information, please call (805) 961-3938
or visit PEARLCHASESOCIETY.ORG

See Page 3 for full information
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  JANUARY MEETINGS OF INTEREST 

PEARL CHASE SOCIETY
Next Board of Directors meeting at the Santa 
Barbara Carriage and Western Art Museum, 129 
Castillo Street, January 8 at 3:30 p.m.

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA
City meetings are broadcast live on City TV 
channel 18 and streamed live HERE, where 
they are also archived and viewable on demand.

City Council 
Tuesdays at 2 pm at Council Chambers, City 
Hall. HERE. Dates unavailable at press time

Planning Commission
First, second and third Thursdays of the month 
at 1 pm at Council Chambers, City Hall. HERE.  
January 8, 15

Historic Landmarks Commission
Every other Wednesday at 1:30 pm at the David 
Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden 
Street. HERE. January 14, 28

Architectural Board of Review 
Alternate Mondays at 3 pm at the David 
Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden 
Street. HERE. January 20

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA
County Board of Supervisor Meetings and 
Planning Commission meetings are broadcast 
live on CSBTV20. They are also streamed live 
HERE where they are also archived and 
viewable on demand.

County Board of Supervisors
Three Tuesdays of the month at 9 a.m. The first 
and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara in 
the Board of Supervisors Hearing Room, 105 
East Anapamu Street, 4th Floor. The second 
meeting is (typically) held in Santa Maria at 
511 East Lakeside Parkway. January 13 (SB), 27 
(SM)

County Planning Commission
Three Wednesdays of the month at 9 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara 
at 123 East Anapamu Street, Room 17, and the 
second meeting is (typically) held in Santa Maria 
at 511 East Lakeside Parkway. January 14 (SM), 
28 (SB)

County Historic Landmarks 
Advisory Commission

Second Monday of the month at 10 a.m. at 
123 East Anapamu Street, Room 17 (unless 
specified otherwise). January 12

Want to get involved, or have submissions for  
The Capital? Email us at PCS@pearlchasesociety.org. 

News and Notes
Greetings from Pearl Chase Society President Christine Neuhauser

Dear Members, 
All of us at the Pearl Chase Society send our best wishes for the New Year.

We are grateful for your support in 2025. Although it has been a topsy-
turvy year, we do have some small wins. And we must celebrate them!

Early last year, Pearl Chase Society members were responsible for 
keeping the designation of Italian stone pines on East Anapamu Street 
as the official street tree. The City Historic Landmark trees are a much 
beloved part of our community. The City Council wisely decided to 
uphold the appeal brought forward by the members who objected to the 
Parks and Recreation Department’s decision to change that designation 
to oak trees instead. Although the city moves at a slow pace we have 
been assured that the young Italian stone pines will be planted by 
springtime. Tenacity is in order. Continued on page 4
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Printing Impressions, press

Historic Resources Element: The task force has received the staff comments on 
the text of the Element. On April 18, the task force started evaluating the staff 
suggestions. It will take at least one more meeting for the task force before a final 
document is completed. The City Council needs to be congratulated in authorizing 
this task force, thus ensuring that the acknowledgement and protection of our 
City’s irreplaceable historic resources are part of the new General Plan. In addition 
to volunteer efforts, substantial salaried time has gone into the document, which 
is the product of citizen and staff cooperation. Planner Heather Baker, the staff 
liaison, has been very efficient and responsive to the task force’s needs, through 
the almost year-long process.

Miramar Beach Road: The applicant who 
wanted to build a third story on a beach 
cottage at 1548 B Miramar Beach Road 
listened to the public. At the Montecito 
Board of Architectural Review hearing April 
18, a revised plan was presented. Instead 
of a full third story, a loft for sleeping 
quarters was proposed. The loft will raise 
the building height four feet and contain 
clerestory windows.  Although a step in 
the right direction, the revised design is 
not compatible with the neighborhood and 
does not respect the historic ambience of this 
historic row of beach cottages, as illustrated 
in a 1946 photograph.

901 Olive Street: A 51-foot tall, 61,000-square-foot apartment building is proposed 
to be built in the current parking lot behind the office building on the northwest 
corner of Olive and Canon Perdido streets. The height is necessary to provide a 
66 car-parking garage. In addition to a huge building, the architects propose to 
sheath both the existing two-story office building and the apartment with the latest 
modern metal siding. The result will be a modern building similar to those found 
in Seattle and Bellevue, Washington, or on a smaller scale Palm Springs. This style 
is not compatible with the neighborhood, nor with Santa Barbara.   
415 Hot Springs Road: This is the address of the Baron Maximillian H. C. von 
Romberg house designed by Lutah Riggs in 1927 and completed in 1938.  The 
Baron was described as a dashing daredevil who risked life and limb as an aviator, 
a racecar driver and a polo player. He died in an airplane crash prior to the 
house’s completion. His widow later married Burton Tremaine and became one 
of the premier collectors of modern art in Santa Barbara. The current owners of 
this historic house are in the process of restoring it to its original design.  The 
problem is that the traffic on Hot Springs has increased since 1938, causing what 
the owners consider excessive noise in the garden, and especially in the second-
story bedrooms. The owners are proposing a 12-foot- high sound wall 400 feet 
long along the Hot Springs.  The wall is to be inside the 20-foot setback where 
wall height is not regulated by ordinance. The property rises about 10 feet from 
Hot Springs enhancing the wall’s impact. Both the Montecito Association and 
MBAR have voiced objections.  
St Anthony’s: Although the Franciscan seminary on Garden Street is now the 
Garden Street Academy, for most Santa Barbara residents, it will always be the 
landmark known as St. Anthony’s. The school is located within the boundaries of El 

From left: 1543-B, 1544, and 1546 
Miramar Beach. Historical photo 

circa 1946 courtesy of Pamela 
Jameson Boehr.

While the nation struggles to comprehend the sudden destruction of 
the White House’s East Wing annex, our own UCSB quietly is erasing 
its architectural history.

The University of California, Santa Barbara is an elemental 
institution of the community. Most locals have some connection to 
the campus, either personal or indirectly.

Historical Context
After the Regents acquired the land, two permanent buildings were 
subsequently constructed, the Library and the Physical Science building, 
designed in 1952 by prominent local architects 
Chester Carjola and Winsor Soule, respectively 
with the landscape architect Ralph T. Stevens. 

A year later in 1953, the architectural firm of 
Pereira and Luckman of Los Angeles as well as 
landscape architect Eric Armstrong were chosen to 
create a master plan for the University. 

The resulting design of Santa Rosa Hall by 
William Pereira marked the establishment of a 
distinct architectural vocabulary, consisting of 
patterned pink-toned concrete block (colored by 
volcanic ash) and flat tile roofs, intended to reflect 
the spirit of International Design: a blending 
of modern building materials and methods of 
concrete and steel with the vernacular typology 
of the European settlers buildings: adobe masonry, 
tiled roofs, courtyards and arcades. 

It was followed by the Arts Complex, Residence 
Halls, Dining Commons, Music Building, and 
Library additions. There are 14 campus buildings 
that reflect this vocabulary. 

There have been nine 
subsequent Campus Master 
plans undertaken to guide its 
growth; each turned away from 
its previous plan and architectural 
style, which continues today: 
a beautiful mess, a sort of 
architectural corral, held in by the 
natural surroundings of ocean and 
bluffs.

Housing Developments 
The campus is moving forward 
with the East Campus housing 

Architect and visionary planner of 
UCSB (and later, Pepperdine, UC 
Irvine, and the distinctive Geisel 

library at UC San Diego), William 
Pereira was once so prominent he 
was featured on the cover of TIME 
Magazine, where he was referred to 
as “The Architect of Success.” Read 

the cover story HERE

Artist rendering of the new San Benito residence hall tower. 
Credit: UCSB Housing, Dining and Auxiliary Enterprises

http://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
https://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
https://time.com/archive/6808104/the-land-the-man-with-the-plan/
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project which will demolish the existing Santa Rosa Residential Hall and Ortega Dining Commons, the first 
and original of William Pereira’s designs for campus, and be replaced with three apartment buildings of six, 
seven and eight stories tall.

The East Campus housing project is imagined as an infill and redevelopment effort on the east side of UCSB 
main campus, and add new buildings within the existing community of five residence halls, commonly called 
the Channel Islands Five, the only original “set-piece” composition by William Pereira remaining on campus.

The University currently has the first phase under construction, San Benito, on the former site of the 
Facilities Management. Two of the Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) buildings which preceded the University 
were demolished for this project. There are less than a dozen of more than 75 MCAS structures remaining and 
no plan to preserve any of them.

These two residential development projects are meant to address 
the campus’s critical housing shortfalls, long delayed by the 
controversial and now abandoned Munger Hall proposal.

Historic Buildings in Peril 
The Campbell Ranch House is a large Spanish‑Colonial style estate 
designed by Mary McLaughlin Craig, built in the early 1920s for 
Colonel Colin Campbell at Coal Oil Point. The house was also known 
as Devereux Hall in a previous ownership. 

The property at Coal Oil Point on UCSB’s West Campus near 
Devereux Slough/Sands Beach was purchased in 2007. The house, 
a master work collaboration between Colonel Colin Campbell’s 
widow Nancy Leiter and Mary McLaughlin Craig, herself the widow 
of James Osborne Craig, the noted architect of El Paseo and the 
restoration of Casa de la Guerra in Santa Barbara. The Craigs were 
early proponents of the style and influential disseminators of it, and 
masters of the Spanish-Colonial style. 

The Campbell Ranch House and adjacent Red Barn are 100 years 
old and have been completely neglected since ownership transferred 
18 years ago. The barn is near collapse. The house is desperately 
in need of care and attention and finding a new use within the 
university’s life, or it will be soon lost to time and degradation.

The Need for Stewardship of Historic Treasures 
While the design community values the most highly regarded 
repository of drawings and artifacts of Southern California 
architects and designers in the Art, Design & Architecture archive, 
the University steadfastly resists a policy for the preservation and 
conservation of its own buildings. While the U.S. Congress has 
created the National Trust for Historic Preservation to preserve 
historic buildings, there is no equivalent by UCSB for the protection 
of their own architectural history.

UCSB should preserve its architecture because the campus is not 
just an assembly of containers for learning; it is a physical record of 
California’s educational, cultural, and environmental history. The 
university’s World War II–era structures, the mid‑century modern 
buildings designs of William Pereira, and historic sites like the 

Campbell Ranch house together create a distinctive sense of place that cannot be replicated by generic new 
construction.

Preserving UCSB’s does not mean freezing the campus in time. It means stewarding a unique architectural 
legacy while accommodating growth, ensuring that future generations inherit a campus that is both 
forward‑looking and recognizably, unmistakably UCSB.

Designed by Mary McLaughlin Craig,  
the historic barn and house are in need of  

care and attention.
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In another minor triumph, a discouraging fake-gate that 
denied public access to Franceschi Park was removed, after 
phone calls to the city, which resulted in increased visibility 
for access. We must see that as positive.

The modifications of the Franceschi House, which 
are coming, are in the public eye. We and others have 
questioned the removal of the restrooms and the 
picnic benches and insist that the city keep those basic 
accommodations. 

We find our Kellam de Forest Speaker Series continues 
to be a successful and informational series which brought 
like minds together and encouraged new members to join 
in the quest for the preservation of the look and feel of 
Santa Barbara. This past year our speakers included Sue 
Adams and Barbara Lowenthal, who recounted how their 
preservation efforts evolved into the Pearl Chase Society; 
Cheri Rae presented on the Hoffmans influence before and 
after the 1925 earthquake; Ted Bosley, the Gamble House 
expert spoke about the positive effects landmarked houses 
have on preserving a neighborhood; and Robert Ooley offered 
an entertaining and informative talk on an architectural neighborhood tour. We have some exciting speakers we 
hope to schedule for this next year’s inspiration.

Speaking of tours, people continue to ask when will the Pearl Chase Society’s Historic House Tours resume, but 
we are at a loss for enough people who want to open their homes and share them with the public. Help us if you 
can! 

Everyone can see that Santa Barbara is changing rapidly and the skyline is being obliterated by oversized 
buildings in the name of “community benefit” and how legislation from Sacramento has changed the rules long 
held sacred in our community. 

It isn’t just the Mission that is threatened, but also how the intimate view of Santa Barbara’s Riviera, seen from 
Milpas Street which is on calendar to become a luxury, available only to those facing east. Sadly, and with lost 
appeals to developers, the view from Milpas must be enjoyed today for it will be gone tomorrow.

There is much work to be done which calls for all members to be engaged via letters, phone calls and emails, 
and showing up in person to City Council as well as our boards and commissions. If you don’t like something, 
say something, write something. Omission is 
perceived as acceptance.  

City officials need to hear your voice about 
many issues of long-term importance, including 
State Street, Milpas Street, the proposed project 
adjacent to the Mission, the present and future 
of downtown, changing traffic patterns, and the 
protection of Santa Barbara neighborhoods.

Historic preservation isn’t a walk in the park, 
but it weaves the past with the present, and 
when done thoughtfully, lends beauty that is a 
community benefit for everyone!

Gratefully and with much admiration for my 
fellow board members,

Christine Neuhauser
President, Pearl Chase Society
Stay in the Know: Members may want to sign 

up for newsletters, information about events, and 
notices about pending projects in the City HERE 

Continued from page 1

Pearl Chase Society President Christine Neuhauser along with Mayor 
Randy Rouse at the Society’s annual meeting in July. The proposed 

development adjacent to the Mission was the hot topic of discussion—and it 
figures to be again in 2026.

http://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
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