www.PearlChaseSociety.org °

News and Notes

PEARL CHASE SOCIETY
Next Board of Directors meeting: November 7,
2024 at the Santa Barbara County Genealogical
Society, 316 Castillo Street, 3:30 p.m.

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA
City meetings are broadcast live on City TV
channel 18 and streamed live HERE, where
they are also archived and viewable on demand.

City Council
Tuesdays at 2 pm at Council Chambers, City
Hall. HERE.November 12, 19

Planning Commission
First, second and third Thursdays of the month
at 1 pm at Council Chambers, City Hall. HERE.
November 7, 14, 21

Historic Landmarks Commission
Every other Wednesday at 1:30 pm at the David
Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden
Street. HERE. November 6, 20

Architectural Board of Review
Mondays at 3 pm at the David Gebhard Public
Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street. HERE. Full
Board meets November 19 (special meeting on
a Tuesday)

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA
County Board of Supervisor Meetings and
Planning Commission meetings are broadcast
live on CSBTV20. They are also streamed live
HERE where they are also archived and
viewable on demand.

County Board of Supervisors
Three Tuesdays of the month at 9 am. The first
and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara
in the Board of Supervisors Hearing Room, 105
East Anapamu St., 4th Floor. The second meeting
is (typically) held in Santa Maria at 511 East
Lakeside Parkway. November 5 (SB)

County Planning Commission
Three Wednesdays of the month at 9 am. The
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara
at 123 East Anapamu Street, Room 17, and the
second meeting is (typically) held in Santa Maria
at 511 East Lakeside Parkway. November 6 (SB),
13 (SM)

County Historic Landmarks
Advisory Commission
Second Monday of the month at 10 am at 123
East Anapamu, Room 17 (unless specified
otherwise). November 18
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The month ahead is packed with meaningful events that may be of special
interest. Plan ahead and mark your calendars so you don’t miss out!

Sunday November 3:

Santa Barbara
Publ ary
2 FOUNDATION

‘ SANTA BARBARA
PUBLIC LIBRARY

THE MICHAEL TOWBES LIBRARY PLAZA

Plaza Palooza

Performances by:

Melinda Palacio, Poet Laureate
Santa Barbara Symphony
State Street Ballet

Franklin Academy of Folklorico

Face painting
SB Bubble Guy
Art projects.
and more!

Children’s Creative Project
SB Museum of Art

Library on the Go Van
C.A.R.E.4Paws Mobile Clinic

Flamenco! Santa Barbara

THE KELLAM DE FOREST SPEAKER SERIES CONTINUES
WITH A BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR PEARL CHASE!

CherEs| A MULTI-MEDIA PRESENTATION

Remembering the “First Lady of Santa Barbara”
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8 at 5:30 PM AT THE ALHECAMA THEATRE
215 East Cafion Perdido Street

Celebate a Santa Bankana Tnadition!

SEATING IS LIMITED. Please call (805) 961-3938 for reservations.
Refreshments ~ and birthday cake ~ will be served.

Friday, November 8: Join us as we Celebrate Pearl C

Q,/f Plaza Palooza at the Central Library
The Pearl Chase Society is one of the dozens
of nonprofits who will have a table at this
special event as we welcome the opening of
the new plaza and support the library. Hope
to see you there!

g T

Tuesday, November 5:
Voting Day

Not much more needs to be
said. Voting is your voice,
your power, your opportunity
to stand up for your values

and what you hold dear.
%ﬁ“ﬁ%%%yf ‘ \l ﬁ%;mg
ou
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Thursday, November 28:
Happy Thanksgiving to All!

hase’s Birthday!

It's our final installment of the Kellam de Forest Speaker Series for 2024. We’re planning a
multi-media presentation, a look back at Pearl’s Last Battle, and the continuation of how
the community has long celebrated the birthday of Santa Barbara’s “First Lady.”

Want to get involved, or have submissions for

The Capital? Email us at PCS@pearlchasesociety.org.
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Long Ago and Close to Home: Santa Barbara
Thanksgivings Reported in the Morning Press

he day, one of our loveliest, passed off very quietly, i
I though everybody seemed to realize the fact that |
Thanksgiving time had come again. The various ‘
churches that held services were well attended in the ‘
morning and the afternoon, was devoted to bathing, riding, ’
walking and sociable family gatherings throughout the l

city. There was no disturbance, no drunkenness, nothing

but good cheer, which is characteristic of the good citlzens |
of Santa Barbara on a holiday. The business houses were |
generally closed, and everybody had on their store clothes l

and were strictly on their good behavior.

Many acts of charity and kindness to the poor were
exhibited, and the thoughtful, generous gentleman who
sent six sacks of flour to as many poor families, who were

actually in want, will ever be held in grateful remembrance
by those poor people. This act calls to mind the fact that
there are a large number of our citizens abundantly able 3 Naader AR €
to give, and that we have many poor, honest, respectable ET - é' ok ol
citizens, especially among the Californians, who are actually e e i
needy. The Hook and Ladder Company’s ball at the City Hall, closing the festivities of
the day, was enjoyed by about forty couples until a late hour, and was a success both
socially and financially. ~ November 30, 1877

Charltable Soc1eheﬂ
Remember Poor, Sick

The setting aside of one day of the 365 for the purpose of thanksgiving allows this
country opportunity to pause a moment and consider those things for which they
have really to be thankful. Were it not for this respite in the great American rush, the
Americans might accept their happy lot as a matter of course and forget the debt they
owe to the Maker of all things. The people of this republic never had greater cause for
rejoicing and thanksgiving than on this day designated by our President for the offering
of gratitude and for the expression of thanks.
The country is free from the blight of war. Every branch of industry is prosperous. There
have been bounteous crops in every state. Prosperity abounds, and good cheer prevails.
To Santa Barbara Thanksgiving Day has added meaning. The national blessings to which
reference is made not only leave their influence here, but local conditions are such that
the coming of this festival of the season is especially significant. No year has given more
to Santa Barbara than that year now about to close. The people of this little city can enter
into the true spirit of Thanksgiving Day, and it may trouble them to enumerate all of the
— good things for which they
> - ‘ : - have to return their thanks.
Thanksgiving Day is not a
day of Badness. Nor should
we forget in the pleasurable
NOW F 0 R features of the occasion that a
debt of gratitude remains to

, T h an k S g l VY l n g be paid. ~ November 27, 1902

Thanksgiving is not merely
perfunctory in Santa Barbara.
In this year of grace. We are
thankful for being alive; for
being citizens of the United
States; for being residents

of the greatest of those

This food supply market is shaping itself for
the biggest Thanksgiving trade in its
history.

Thanksgiving eatables in broad variety are
in stock and equal to every demand.

e best ars and chocolates and

; lits
s a satisfaction in buy e
There! = v box for over Thanksgiving

Dichl Plum P or like every- [, states and of the best county
thing el T 5—yOu ( t's - !
gl W e, There Ave Many Things of all California. We are
And it's more—you'll say it's as deli You Will Want!
ciaus a Plum Pudding as yon ever ate e arbreloarid Aiicindrt St b thankful that Santa Barbara

One, two, three, four, five pounds welpful to you

cach. fic Pungkin Fies e Fan has entered upon the era of
The Price is 60c Ib. Cakes—the s and Raisi its greatest prosperity and
Candy Is Impnrlani
Picture the \ casure if the pl‘OgI‘ess. .
; e b We are glad the Rincon
fastes at the ¢andy counters, made from  Diehl's Road has been opened: that
Store closed the entire Day Thursday. Work on the State Normal
‘,I DIEHL’S " School has been commenced;
L mainy_oms

the

that the federal building
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contract has
been let; that

the State Street
bridge work has
started: that the
outfall sewer has
been fixed; that
the band may
come back, and
the auditorium
may be built,
and the beach
cleared of the
lumber yard.

We are pleased
beyond expression in the prospect that the street car system will be
reconstructed, and that there will be brand new cars, even If they
are to be “pay as you enter,” with no chance to steal a ride.

The near-completion of the city water tunnel Is a matter of
congratulation. We are delighted in the thought that the state
highway commission has Invaded this territory with its plans
and specifications and surveyors and builders. We are charmed
to know that there are more people in Santa Barbara right now
than there ever have been before at this time of any given year.

In short, we are glad that the world is getting better and Santa
Barbara is getting bigger. There is also satisfaction in the thought
that the work has not been all completed. We have still the chance
to boost for ornamental lights for State Street: for the main artery
to connect the state highway through this city; for the round-the-
city boulevard: for a municipal lighting plant; with the knowledge
that, no matter how much work we do. there Is still more to be
done. This should, indeed, be a joyous Thanksgiving for Santa
Barbara. ~ November 28, 1912

It is probable that never before in the history of Santa Barbara
was there such a surrender of the every-day activities of life to
the call of Thanksgiving Day as occurred yesterday. Business
was suspended for the entire day, and the family reunions and
the church services and the day’s recreations held full sway
from early morning until the midnight hour. The weather was
delightful, day and night, and this fact added much to the
enjoyment of the revered holiday.

Easterners who were here were almost unable to realize that
it was Thanksgiving Day, as they missed the experience of snow
and ice, and frozen fingers, toes, ears and noses. “Why,” said
one of them, “it’s just like a perfect May day in the east!” “Yes,”
replied a Santa Barbaran, “we have much more to be thankful for
than you easterners have!”

Joyously Happy Orphans: It was in very truth a day of
thanksgiving for the little orphans of St. Vincent’s institution. They
had a dinner at 11:30 a. m., as good as they could have wished for.
It was supplied by big—hearted Nat Stewart, that terrible man who
puts }i{leople in jail when he has to, and who does all sorts of kindly
and charitable things because he likes to. He had given the Slaters
of Charity in charge of this splendid institution carte blanche to
provide for the children, who number 100, as good a Thanksgiving
dinner as they could get up, and all at his private expense. The
feast was provided, and it was a noble one. Turkey, with cranberry
sauce, pumpkin and mince pies, and every other feature suitable
for a Tﬁanksgiving dinner, and plenty of it, served to fill the
hearts of the children with delight and their stomachs with food
fit for the gods, in response to the children’s clamorous invitation,
Sheriff Stewart was on hand for a while during the famous repast,
and he was able to see with what joyous gratitude his generous
benefaction was received by the little ones who know no home
other than St. Vincent’s. Nat Stewart’s Thanksgiving dinner to St.
Vincent's has now reached the status of an annual event, he having
performed the same godly act of charity toward this orphanage on
Thanksgiving of last year.

Day’s Observance Elsewhere: At the Detention Home a
pleasing feast was spread and offered to the occupants in the
kindliest spirit of the matron, Miss Annie McCaughey. It was
much enjoyed, and it made happy all who partook of the good
things provided. The County Hospital inmates had a substantial

feast of roast pork, pumpkin pie and many other good things,
with turkey for the invalids. Jailer Janssens, at the county jail,
provided his prisoners with a repast that was calculated to
make them, at least for a time, forget their troubles, and to think
that, although a jail is not a good place in which to abide, there
are worse jails than that of Santa Barbara County. Twenty-five
inmates were served with roast pork and apple sauce, baked
potatoes, mince pie, fruits, nuts, coffee and other good things.
At the Recreation Center: Miss Margaret Baylor,
superintendent of Recreation Center, kept open house there
throughout the day and evening, and many of the city people
and a large number of strangers called to see the unique and
admirable place of assembly that has already added no little
to Santa Barbara’s fame for progress in the acquisition of new
and approved features of civic improvement. The strangers
were given particularly cordial welcome, and many were their
expressions of appreciation of the pleasing attentions paid them
and of keen admiration for the many excellent features of this
useful and beautiful institution. ~ November 27, 1914

The Thanksgiving market for the benefit of the War Relief

Fund, which is being held today by ladies of Santa Barbara and
Montecito, ran an event in which all are greatly interested, not
only because of the many needed articles which will be obtainable
there, but for the reason that in the purchase of these there will

be the added satisfaction of helping a most worthy cause. The
market is out of doors, on the State Street lot on the east side
midway between Carrillo and Figueroa streets. A number of
booths have been erected for the different departments of the
market, and a long table for the accommodation of those who will
have luncheon there.

The market is an all-day affair, and one of its most important
features is the luncheon which will be served from 12 until 2
o’clock. Preparations have been made for the serving of about
two hundred and fifty visitors. Delicious meats of all kinds, good
old New England dishes, Spanish, French and Italian delicacies
and everything that goes to make up a really delectable luncheon
menu will be promptly served.

At the market table there will be all kinds of fruits and
vegetables, butter, eggs and poultry. At the flower table upon
which will be found all the lovely varieties of blossoms with
which the gardens are now aglow. The ice cream table will be a
popular part of the party.

The delicatessen table will be a real boon to housewives,
as upon it will be numerous prepared foods which may be
purchased and taken home. There will be plum puddings, and
mince pies of the most tempting kind, and cakes in endless
variety, as well as cooked meats and roasted chickens. A home
telephone has been installed in the delicatessen booth; this will
enable patrons of the market to telephone their orders early in
the day, and have their purchases reserved. Many who might
find it impossible to visit the market in the morning will find
this a great convenience. A homemade candy booth [where Pearl
Chase worked] will give excellent opportunity for the purchase of
delicious confections ~ November 28, 1916

SPECIAL  THANKSGIVING
TURKEY DINNER

11:30 TO 2:00-5:30 TO 8

Make Your Reservations Now
Special Iee Cream for Your Thanksgiving Dinner. Following flavors:
Panilla, Strawberry, Chocolate, Cranberry Ice, Cherry-Bisque Pudding
Prompt Delivery 11 am., 1 p. m. 5 p. m.

Sweeten the day with Candy—Bon Bons, Sweetmeats, Chocolates
Faney Boxes Carefully Preparcd for Thanksgit

@6&00"(%

San Marcos Bldg. Phone 1059

Festivities
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Meet Our Newest Board Member, Brian Miller

Where did you grow up, and what got you interested in architectural design?

I was born in Riverside and moved with my parents to Santa Maria when I was 13. Then I moved to Santa
Barbara in 1988 when I was 30. I can’t pinpoint the exact time I got interested in architecture, I know it was
when I was young, playing in the sandbox like all little boys and girls do. But something about being in that
medium touched a nerve; I could create my own little world, build imaginary cities, roads, create stories about
those cities, and as I got older they became more elaborate. The sand buildings got more sophisticated from
sand to sculpted dried mud, it was my way of creating 3-D models of buildings like castles and cathedrals! It
became my own escape from the real world where I could completely enmesh myself in creating architectural
models of buildings I loved out of a medium that was easy to get and where there was an endless supply—
wet dirt!

But also, something else clicked inside me when I went to Hearst Castle as a little boy. It was a structure
so unlike the typical buildings I would see growing up in Southern California. At that time most people who claimed to be the
‘experts’ about what good architecture was would call places like Hearst Castle a ‘monstrosity’. I realized that beauty, historical
context, emotional appeal and pure eclecticism and, finally, an homage to our architectural past was no longer acceptable.

My reaction was, in my uneducated way of seeing things, that modern architecture looked usually boring or unfinished and
usually just plain ugly. Somewhere deep inside of me I decided I needed to change that, that modern architecture had lost its
way and I would set out to reclaim what architecture was really supposed to be—to uplift and inspire! Yes, I was very naive,
truth is there are great examples of beautiful modern buildings, but they usually also possess elements of the classic proportions
that respect the human need for balance, scale, and harmonic aesthetics.

You served on the Single Family Design Board for many years. What stands out to you about that experience?

I started on the SFDB in 2014 never thinking I would be on it for the next 12 years! It was a privilege to be a part of a very dedicated
board. What really stood out to me was that a person’s home is deeply personal. How they live in it and what it looks like is

also personal. The usual struggle our board faced was whether the home proposed fit into the fabric of an already established
neighborhood they wanted to build into. There is no exact answer to this but there were four basic guidelines we’d try to adhere to
(and not always successfully): size, bulk and scale, and finally, neighborhood compatibility. There are many who criticized what we
were doing, but many more who would come up to us privately thanking us for protecting their neighborhood!

What are some of your favorite buildings in Santa Barbara?
There are so many! The Courthouse, Stearns Wharf (not sure that’s building), the Mission, the Natural History Museum, and
Trinity Episcopal Church on the corner of State and Micheltorena.

When you take friends on a tour of Santa Barbara what activities and views do you make sure to include?
The Courthouse, Downtown, the Riviera, Stearns Wharf, Brophy Brothers
and sometimes the Funk Zone!

Please describe how your professional work as an architectural designer
dovetails with your interest in historic preservation.
This sort of touches on what I said earlier about my ‘mud sculpting.” Historic
architecture is the ‘soul” of any community. It's also a window into the
communities past which should be nurtured and respected. It creates a since
of pride and place and with proper vision made relevant for today’s needs.
Architecture is emotional, most people don’t realize or understand how
much our built environment sets our moods, how we react to each other and
how we care about our community. I also feel it's important to constantly
remind those who are listening that the types of development that happens
in our community will have lasting consequences for years to come so
whatever we do to be very mindful of that.

You've long been a supporter of the organization; why did you want to
join the Board of the Pearl Chase Society?
To share my knowledge and experience, my passion for architecture with
those who share my values. To support and hopefully inspire others in how
truly important—and relevant in today’s world good architecture can make
" Y in making a meaningful impact!

Tell us abo.ut your mud huts.. Being part of an organization dedicated to preserving and educating our
They are so intricate and amazing. community about our architectural heritage is something very important to

That is really interesting, if I do say so myself, and I do! They are  me and I'm excited to be part of the Pearl Chase Society that does just that!
amazing, at the time I was building them, I had no architectural

study other than looking in picture books. I went to Europe when  If you could have dinner with any historic figure in Santa Barbara history, who
I'was 16 where I was able to get up close and personal withold  would it be where would you go, and what would you want to talk about?
world architecture, I was entranced. I then was determined when  Oh gosh, Pearl Chase? 1 hear she was quite the lady! Never get on her bad
L got back to replicate that type of architecture from the medium  gide though! James Waldron Gillespie, who built the El Fureidis Estate in
Lknew the best -sculpted mud! It was fun and really got me to— \fontecito, T've heard he was rather colorful too, and Winsor Soule, architect.

study design and proportions z:n a real life setting rather than as a We would dine at The Biltmore, talk about anything and everything]
‘concept’ in a classroom. !

LIKE us on Facebook. www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety n
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