
Society News and Notes by Cheri Rae

Board of Directors Meeting 
The April meeting was held on the grounds of the Santa Barbara Historical 

Museum, in the warm and inviting Covarrubias Room, made even more welcoming 
with a blazing fire in the fireplace. It was a busy multi-tasking session, complete 
with guests and a field trip.

Our guest (former board member) Robert Ooley provided an update about 
the restoration efforts at the Courthouse, which are extensive and, coming into 
sharp focus. He reported that after seven years, the fountain is fully operational, 
“to the great joy of everyone working on it.” The lawn will soon be restored, the 
curbing stones around the perimeter wall, which were removed to protect them, 
will be re-placed, and there is big news about the clock room, which is nearing 
completion. 

The 82-year-old Seth Thomas tower clock is one of some 3,000 sold worldwide, 
and it is thought that only about 10 percent of them are still in working order. The 
Courthouse clock has been restored with the installation of tiny electronic sensors, 
and its fascinating clockworks are now visible to the public, ADA accessible, and 
the newest must-see—and hear—for residents and guests. The 67-foot-long mural 
about time by Ed Lister, a local painter with experience in Hollywood sets and 
backdrops, is a wonder to behold. 

Robert also requested the Board consider a request to help the Architectural 
Foundation with its project to repair the siding of its headquarters in the Ashton 
House, the distinctive 1904 Italianate Victorian building at the corner of Garden 
and Victoria streets. More information will be forthcoming. 

Our second guest was Jason Bryan, Senior Recreation Supervisor with the City 
of Santa Barbara. He invited members of the Board to appear at the Parks and 
Recreation meeting on April 25 to receive recognition and the City’s appreciation 
for participating in the restoration of the Carrillo Recreation Center. He also briefly 
discussed the possibility of bringing back the local tradition of the Winter Ball, 
once hosted by Miss Pearl Chase, in 2013. 

Board members then enjoyed the opportunity to visit the Gledhill Library, 
and were treated to a presentation by Michael Redmon, our great community 
resource. He had assembled a number of fascinating clippings, photos and other 
historic treasures to provide insights about the collection of more than 70,000 
photos, 5,000 books and pamphlets, and countless clippings, original documents, 
magazines and newspapers that provide great accessibility and insight into the 
day-to-day, year-to-year accounts of Santa Barbara—its people, events, and place 
in our ever-changing world. 
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SCHEDULED MEETINGS OF INTEREST

Pearl Chase Society 

Board Meetings are held the first Thursday of the 
month. Please note the change in date and time to 
allow members to attend the Memorial Service for 
Selma Rubin, which is scheduled for the afternoon 
of May 3. 

May 10, MacVeagh House, 
2559 Puesta del Sol, 3:00 p.m.

Preservation Committee Meetings are held the 
fourth Friday of the month: 

May 24, Pico Adobe, 
123 East Canon Perdido Street, 11:00 a.m. 

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 

City meetings are broadcast live on City TV Channel 
18 and streamed live at www.santabarbaraca.gov/
Government/Video, where they are also archived 
and viewable on demand. 

City Council Meetings are held on Tuesdays at 
2:00 p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall: May 1, 
8, 15, 22. (No meeting on May 29 due to Memorial 
Day Holiday.)

Planning Commission Meetings are held on the 
first, second and third Thursdays of the month at 
1:00 p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall: May 3, 
10, 17, 31.

Historic Landmarks Commission Meetings are 
held every other Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. at the 
David Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden 
Street: May 9, 23.

Architectural Board of Review Meetings are held 
every other Monday at 3:00 p.m. at the David 
Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street: 
May 7, 14, 21.

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA 

County Board of Supervisor Meetings and 
Planning Commission meetings are broadcast 
live on CSBTV20. They are also streamed at www.
countyofsb.org/ceo/media02.aspx, where they are 
also archived and viewable on demand. 

County Board of Supervisors Meetings are held 
on three Tuesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara 
in the Board of Supervisors Hearing Room, 105 East 
Anapamu St., 4th Floor. The second meeting is held 
in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside Parkway: May 
1 (SB), 8 (SM), 15 (SB). 

County Planning Commission Meetings are held 
three Wednesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara at 
123 East Anapamu Street, Room 17, and the second 
meeting is held in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside 
Parkway: May 2 (SB), 9 (SM), 16 (SB).  

County Historic Landmarks Advisory Commission 
Meetings are held the second Monday of the month 
at 10 a.m. at 123 East Anapamu, Room 17 (unless 
specified otherwise): April 9.

And of course, our Annual Historic Homes 
Tour, May 20, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Bungalow Haven 
Neighborhood, with ample parking at Santa 
Barbara High School.

historic homes tour
THE PEARL CHASE SOCIETY presents its THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

Illustration: G
ail Lucas

sunday, may 20, 2012
11a.m. to 4p.m. • by advance reservation
.

SHOWCASING THE CLASSIC CALIFORNIA COTTAGES OF 
SANTA BARBARA’S BUNGALOW HAVEN NEIGHBORHOOD

TICKET PRICE: $55 PER PERSON

For Tickets and Information, please call (805) 961-3938
or visit PEARLCHASESOCIETY.ORG

historic homes tour
THE PEARL CHASE SOCIETY presents its THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

Illustration: G
ail Lucas

sunday, may 20, 2012
11a.m. to 4p.m. • by advance reservation
.

SHOWCASING THE CLASSIC CALIFORNIA COTTAGES OF 
SANTA BARBARA’S BUNGALOW HAVEN NEIGHBORHOOD

TICKET PRICE: $55 PER PERSON

For Tickets and Information, please call (805) 961-3938
or visit PEARLCHASESOCIETY.ORG

See Page 3 for full information
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  AUGUST MEETINGS OF INTEREST 

PEARL CHASE SOCIETY
Next Board of Directors meeting: August 1, 
2024 at the Santa Barbara County Genealogical 
Society, 316 Castillo Street, 3:30 p.m.  

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA
City meetings are broadcast live on City TV 
channel 18 and streamed live HERE, where 
they are also archived and viewable on demand.

City Council 
Tuesdays at 2 pm at Council Chambers, City 
Hall. HERE.August 20, 37

Planning Commission
First, second and third Thursdays of the month 
at 1 pm at Council Chambers, City Hall. HERE.  
August 1, 8, 15

Historic Landmarks Commission
Every other Wednesday at 1:30 pm at the David 
Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden 
Street. HERE. August 14, 28

Architectural Board of Review 
Mondays at 3 pm at the David Gebhard Public 
Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street. HERE. Full 
Board meets August 5, 19

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA
County Board of Supervisor Meetings and 
Planning Commission meetings are broadcast 
live on CSBTV20. They are also streamed live 
HERE where they are also archived and 
viewable on demand.

County Board of Supervisors
Three Tuesdays of the month at 9 am. The first 
and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara 
in the Board of Supervisors Hearing Room, 
105 East Anapamu St., 4th Floor. The second 
meeting is (typically) held in Santa Maria at 511 
East Lakeside Parkway. August 20 (SB), 27 (SM)

County Planning Commission
Three Wednesdays of the month at 9 am. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara 
at 123 East Anapamu Street, Room 17, and the 
second meeting is (typically) held in Santa Maria 
at 511 East Lakeside Parkway. August 7 (SB), 14 
(SM), 28 (SB)

County Historic Landmarks 
Advisory Commission

Second Monday of the month at 10 am at 123 
East Anapamu, Room 17 (unless specified 
otherwise). August 12

Want to get involved, or have submissions for  
The Capital? Email us at PCS@pearlchasesociety.org. 

News and Notes 
By Cheri Rae 

We extend our gratitude to outgoing President Steve Dowty, who 
presided over the Pearl Chase Society and kept it going through 
the difficult days 

of Covid when we could 
not meet in person. Thanks 
to his visionary leadership, 
he even worked to produce 
a virtual Historic Homes 
Tour, in the effort to keep 
a sense of continuity and 
service to the community. 
And afterward, he helped 
re-group, adding Board 
Members and developing 
a renewed spirit when we 
were able to meet in person 
once more. 

Steve will remain on the Board of Directors, and the Society’s leadership 
remains in good hands. At the annual meeting on July 21, longtime 
member Christine Neuhauser was elected President, after serving 
admirably as Vice-President. Emma Brinkman was elected to take on the 
responsibilities of Vice-President; Patti Ottoboni will continue as Historian, 
Dennis Whelan as Secretary, and Nate Cultice as Treasurer. We are grateful 

for their willingness to serve 
and lead this organization. 

We were pleased to 
welcome members to the 
gathering, and to hear from 
dedicated Goleta historian 
Tom Modugno. In his 
presentation, he offered 
updates about continuing 
preservation efforts, 
including the Barnsdall 
Gas Station and the historic 
airport hangars.  

Treasurer Nate Cultice and President Christine Neuhauser.

Guest speaker Tom Modugno entertained and informed 
on an array of preservation issues. See his website: 

www.GoletaHistory.com

http://santabarbaraca.gov/gov/cityhall/council/default.asp
https://www.pearlchasesociety.org/
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/
https://santabarbaraca.gov/government/city-hall/city-tv-livestream
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/cityhall/council/default.asp
https://santabarbaraca.gov/government/mayor-city-council/city-council-meetings
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/nz/planning/default.asp
https://santabarbaraca.gov/planning-commission/planning-commission-agendas-documents
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/dm/historic/default.asp
https://santabarbaraca.gov/historic-landmarks-commission/historic-landmarks-commission-agendas-documents
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/ac/abr/default.asp
https://santabarbaraca.gov/architectural-board-review/architectural-board-review-agendas-documents
https://www.countyofsb.org/
https://countyofsb.org/ceo/csbtv/media.sbc
https://countyofsb.org/bos
https://www.countyofsb.org/160/Planning-Development
https://www.countyofsb.org/1652/Historic-Landmarks-Advisory-Commission
https://www.countyofsb.org/1652/Historic-Landmarks-Advisory-Commission
mailto:pcs%40pearlchasesociety.org?subject=Submission%20for%20The%20Capital
https://goletahistory.com/


PEARL CHASE SOCIETY 
Board of Directors

President
Christine Neuhauser

Vice President
Emma Brinkman 

Secretary 
Dennis Whelan

Treasurer 
Nate Cultice

Historian 
Patti Ottoboni

Board Members
Steve Dowty

Tina Foss
Maureen Masson 

Kitty Peri 
Cheri Rae

Claudia Schou

Members Emeriti
Sue Adams  
Bob Baum

Roger Horton 
Barbara Lowenthal 

Please direct inquiries 
and comments to: 

PEARL CHASE SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 92121 

Santa Barbara, CA 93190-2121 
For information, call 

(805) 961-3938
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LIKE us on Facebook.    
www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety

Timely News 
By Dylan Peterson  
Curator, Carriage and Western Art 
Museum

The Carriage and Western Art 
Museum of Santa Barbara is 
proud to have Pearl Chase’s 

personal western boots and her 
personal guest book on display. 
The items were generously loaned 
to the museum from the Pearl 
Chase Society for public display 
and with perfect timing for the 
100th celebration of Old Spanish 
Days Fiesta.  

We are also excited to have on loan from the UCSB Special Collection, 
Pearl Chase’s Grand Marshal Ribbon from the 1973 Fiesta Parade, 
which was recently featured on our local news, KEYT, during the Grand 
Marshal announcement. We are looking forward to a long relationship 
with the Pearl Chase Society and UCSB Special Collections and the 
possibility to acquire more items to add to our Pearl Chase display. 

More info HERE

http://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
https://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
https://www.noozhawk.com/fiestas-centennial-parade-rols-with-dual-grand-marshals/
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Kellam de Forest Speaker Series Continues in August:  
Decoding the Art of Franceschi House
By Cheri Rae

We’ve all heard a good deal about Franceschi House and what’s to become of it.
While its future is still unknown, there’s much we can learn about its colorful past, and no one 

better to share the unknown stories than Rick Closson.
At his lecture last year—the first in our Kellam de Forest Speaker series—Rick revealed a hidden story 

of Kellam that few people knew. This presentation will reveal a hidden story of Franceschi House that 
even Kellam didn’t know. It involves the arc of a man’s life from humble birth to fabulous wealth and 
enlightenment. Along the way are encounters with people whose historic names we still recognize and 
were memorialized on Franceschi House based on the peculiar vision of Alden 
Freeman. Plus, Rick will introduce important sculpture on the property by a 
noted 20th-century National Academician never before on display.

SEATING IS LIMITED. Please call (805) 961-3938 for reservations.
Refreshments will be served following the presentation.
This event is free; donations to help sustain the program are greatly appreciated.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 30, 5:30 PM AT THE ALHECAMA THEATRE
215 East Canon Perdido Street

Join us and learn more at PearlChaseSociety.org

https://pearlchasesociety.org/kellam-deforrest-speaker-series-decoding-the-art-of-franceschi-house/


LIKE us on Facebook.   www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
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¡Viva La Fiesta! A Centennial Celebration

Our annual celebration of Old Spanish Days in images 
from the past, as we anticipate making more Fiesta 
memories in the first week of August. 

As former Pearl Chase Society board member Erik Davis 
proclaimed as El Presidente in 2020: 

“For five enchanted days under the warm summer sun, 
and the August moon, Fiesta lifts our spirits and delights our 
senses. In a swirling kaleidoscope of activity, Old Spanish 
Days pays homage to Santa Barbara’s diverse and colorful 
past in revelry that extends throughout this incredible city 
nestled between the golden foothills and the deep, blue sea.” 

Snapshots of Fiesta, including Pearl Chase, over the years 
(right); it was her favorite time of the year, and she always 
invited out-of-town friends and relatives to join her in the 
festivities. All photos courtesy UCSB Special Collections.

http://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
https://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety

