
Society News and Notes by Cheri Rae

Board of Directors Meeting 
The April meeting was held on the grounds of the Santa Barbara Historical 

Museum, in the warm and inviting Covarrubias Room, made even more welcoming 
with a blazing fire in the fireplace. It was a busy multi-tasking session, complete 
with guests and a field trip.

Our guest (former board member) Robert Ooley provided an update about 
the restoration efforts at the Courthouse, which are extensive and, coming into 
sharp focus. He reported that after seven years, the fountain is fully operational, 
“to the great joy of everyone working on it.” The lawn will soon be restored, the 
curbing stones around the perimeter wall, which were removed to protect them, 
will be re-placed, and there is big news about the clock room, which is nearing 
completion. 

The 82-year-old Seth Thomas tower clock is one of some 3,000 sold worldwide, 
and it is thought that only about 10 percent of them are still in working order. The 
Courthouse clock has been restored with the installation of tiny electronic sensors, 
and its fascinating clockworks are now visible to the public, ADA accessible, and 
the newest must-see—and hear—for residents and guests. The 67-foot-long mural 
about time by Ed Lister, a local painter with experience in Hollywood sets and 
backdrops, is a wonder to behold. 

Robert also requested the Board consider a request to help the Architectural 
Foundation with its project to repair the siding of its headquarters in the Ashton 
House, the distinctive 1904 Italianate Victorian building at the corner of Garden 
and Victoria streets. More information will be forthcoming. 

Our second guest was Jason Bryan, Senior Recreation Supervisor with the City 
of Santa Barbara. He invited members of the Board to appear at the Parks and 
Recreation meeting on April 25 to receive recognition and the City’s appreciation 
for participating in the restoration of the Carrillo Recreation Center. He also briefly 
discussed the possibility of bringing back the local tradition of the Winter Ball, 
once hosted by Miss Pearl Chase, in 2013. 

Board members then enjoyed the opportunity to visit the Gledhill Library, 
and were treated to a presentation by Michael Redmon, our great community 
resource. He had assembled a number of fascinating clippings, photos and other 
historic treasures to provide insights about the collection of more than 70,000 
photos, 5,000 books and pamphlets, and countless clippings, original documents, 
magazines and newspapers that provide great accessibility and insight into the 
day-to-day, year-to-year accounts of Santa Barbara—its people, events, and place 
in our ever-changing world. 
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SCHEDULED MEETINGS OF INTEREST

Pearl Chase Society 

Board Meetings are held the first Thursday of the 
month. Please note the change in date and time to 
allow members to attend the Memorial Service for 
Selma Rubin, which is scheduled for the afternoon 
of May 3. 

May 10, MacVeagh House, 
2559 Puesta del Sol, 3:00 p.m.

Preservation Committee Meetings are held the 
fourth Friday of the month: 

May 24, Pico Adobe, 
123 East Canon Perdido Street, 11:00 a.m. 

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 

City meetings are broadcast live on City TV Channel 
18 and streamed live at www.santabarbaraca.gov/
Government/Video, where they are also archived 
and viewable on demand. 

City Council Meetings are held on Tuesdays at 
2:00 p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall: May 1, 
8, 15, 22. (No meeting on May 29 due to Memorial 
Day Holiday.)

Planning Commission Meetings are held on the 
first, second and third Thursdays of the month at 
1:00 p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall: May 3, 
10, 17, 31.

Historic Landmarks Commission Meetings are 
held every other Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. at the 
David Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden 
Street: May 9, 23.

Architectural Board of Review Meetings are held 
every other Monday at 3:00 p.m. at the David 
Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street: 
May 7, 14, 21.

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA 

County Board of Supervisor Meetings and 
Planning Commission meetings are broadcast 
live on CSBTV20. They are also streamed at www.
countyofsb.org/ceo/media02.aspx, where they are 
also archived and viewable on demand. 

County Board of Supervisors Meetings are held 
on three Tuesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara 
in the Board of Supervisors Hearing Room, 105 East 
Anapamu St., 4th Floor. The second meeting is held 
in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside Parkway: May 
1 (SB), 8 (SM), 15 (SB). 

County Planning Commission Meetings are held 
three Wednesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara at 
123 East Anapamu Street, Room 17, and the second 
meeting is held in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside 
Parkway: May 2 (SB), 9 (SM), 16 (SB).  

County Historic Landmarks Advisory Commission 
Meetings are held the second Monday of the month 
at 10 a.m. at 123 East Anapamu, Room 17 (unless 
specified otherwise): April 9.

And of course, our Annual Historic Homes 
Tour, May 20, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Bungalow Haven 
Neighborhood, with ample parking at Santa 
Barbara High School.

historic homes tour
THE PEARL CHASE SOCIETY presents its THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

Illustration: G
ail Lucas

sunday, may 20, 2012
11a.m. to 4p.m. • by advance reservation
.

SHOWCASING THE CLASSIC CALIFORNIA COTTAGES OF 
SANTA BARBARA’S BUNGALOW HAVEN NEIGHBORHOOD

TICKET PRICE: $55 PER PERSON

For Tickets and Information, please call (805) 961-3938
or visit PEARLCHASESOCIETY.ORG

historic homes tour
THE PEARL CHASE SOCIETY presents its THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

Illustration: G
ail Lucas

sunday, may 20, 2012
11a.m. to 4p.m. • by advance reservation
.

SHOWCASING THE CLASSIC CALIFORNIA COTTAGES OF 
SANTA BARBARA’S BUNGALOW HAVEN NEIGHBORHOOD

TICKET PRICE: $55 PER PERSON

For Tickets and Information, please call (805) 961-3938
or visit PEARLCHASESOCIETY.ORG

See Page 3 for full information
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  DECEMBER MEETINGS OF INTEREST 

PEARL CHASE SOCIETY
Next Board of Directors meeting: December 7 at 
the Santa Barbara County Genealogical Society, 
316 Castillo Street, 3:30 p.m. 

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA
City meetings are broadcast live on City TV 
channel 18 and streamed live HERE, where they 
are also archived and viewable on demand.

City Council 
Tuesdays at 2 pm at Council Chambers, City 
Hall: December 5, 12

Planning Commission
First, second and third Thursdays of the month at 
1 pm at Council Chambers, City Hall: December 
7, 14, 21

Historic Landmarks Commission
Every other Wednesday at 1:30 pm at the David 
Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden 
Street: December 6, 20

Architectural Board of Review 
Mondays at 3 pm at the David Gebhard Public 
Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street. Full Board 
meets December 11

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA
County Board of Supervisor Meetings and 
Planning Commission meetings are broadcast live 
on CSBTV20. They are also streamed live HERE 
where they are also archived and viewable on 
demand.

County Board of Supervisors
Three Tuesdays of the month at 9 am. The first 
and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara 
in the Board of Supervisors Hearing Room, 105 
East Anapamu St., 4th Floor. The second meeting 
is (typically) held in Santa Maria at 511 East 
Lakeside Parkway. December 5 (SB), December 
12 (SM)

County Planning Commission
Three Wednesdays of the month at 9 am. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara 
at 123 East Anapamu Street, Room 17, and the 
second meeting is (typically) held in Santa Maria 
at 511 East Lakeside Parkway. December 6 (SB), 
December 13 (SM) 

County Historic Landmarks 
Advisory Commission

Second Monday of the month at 10 am at 123 East 
Anapamu, Room 17 (unless specified otherwise). 
December 11

Want to get involved, or have submissions for  
The Capital? Email us at PCS@pearlchasesociety.org. 

2023 Year-end Report from the President

I am happy to report that the Pearl Chase Society has realized significant 
membership growth this year. A good reason being the success of our 
five-part Kellam de Forest speaker series. It culminated with the premiere 

showing of the movie “Birth of Beauty.” All events were well attended and 
helped to reinvigorate public interest in the Society.

Currently we are considering public and private sites for a historic 
architectural tour in 2024. This will help generate much-needed funds so that we 
may continue to support preservation projects in the community.

Other projects completed in 2023 include the reconstruction of the Main-Begg 
farmhouse porch (entirely funded by the Society) and the official plaque for 
the portrait of Pearl Chase, an oil painting, which hangs in the City Recreation 
Center on Carrillo Street.

Our ongoing projects include a status report for the landmarked Italian stone 
pine trees along Anapamu Street. We are also assisting the Bungalow Haven 
Neighborhood Association with their application through the City to receive 
Federal Historic Register and State Historic Register status for the neighborhood 
located in the Lower Riviera.

We continue to follow important projects in design within the City of Santa 
Barbara, including the State Street Promenade and the De la Guerra Plaza 
Revitalization project.

We also are very excited to have redesigned our website. Please go online and 
check us out: www.pearlchasesocietys.org

~ Steve Dowty

http://santabarbaraca.gov/gov/cityhall/council/default.asp
https://www.pearlchasesociety.org/
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/
https://santabarbaraca.gov/government/city-hall/city-tv-livestream
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/cityhall/council/default.asp
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/nz/planning/default.asp
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/dm/historic/default.asp
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/ac/abr/default.asp
https://www.countyofsb.org/
https://countyofsb.org/ceo/csbtv/media.sbc
https://countyofsb.org/bos
https://www.countyofsb.org/160/Planning-Development
https://www.countyofsb.org/1652/Historic-Landmarks-Advisory-Commission
https://www.countyofsb.org/1652/Historic-Landmarks-Advisory-Commission
mailto:pcs%40pearlchasesociety.org?subject=Submission%20for%20The%20Capital
https://pearlchasesociety.org/
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Historic Holidays: Pearl Chase and Christmas 
Celebrations
By Cheri Rae 

Holiday art from greeting cards Pearl 
Chase received in 1978, her final 
Christmas. Courtesy the archives of the 
Pearl Chase Society.

Annual community Christmas 
celebrations were very 
important to Pearl Chase. 

Her training as a social worker 
gave her a sensitivity to widespread 
community needs. She knew that 
for many, the holiday season could 
be a lonely time—whether it was 
servicemen stationed far from home, the elderly or low-income children and families 
who had little hope of feeling special at that time of year. 

The holiday activities began as a simple tree lighting ceremony and holiday gathering 
and grew into much more. In 1920, as reported in the Morning Press, Pearl strolled around 
Santa Barbara’s then-Greek Revival-style courthouse, she pointed to the largest evergreen 
tree on the grounds. That was the one she wanted decorated for the community Christmas 
tree celebration. She reassured those who expressed concerns that the tree was about to be 
sacrificed. “The big evergreen is not to be cut down, nor harmed in any way,” she declared. 
As the head of the celebration committee, she oversaw the arrangements that required 
scaffolding for the decorating crew. She reminded them, “We used the same tree six years 
ago and a great crowd enjoyed the unique outdoor celebration. The tree was sprayed 
with white, which by first rains washed away. Well, it was much healthier than it was 
before it was sprayed.” After that, another tree was chosen to be the annual Community 
Christmas Tree. 

The Norfolk Island Star Pine, located at the corner of Chapala and Carrillo streets, 
was famously planted as a seedling by Dr. Winchester, in honor of the birth of his niece 
in 1878. Today, it soars some ninety feet into the sky. It has continued to serve as the 
community Christmas tree, decorated with lights, and is known as the Tree of Light, 
designated a City Landmark in 1977. 

Early each December, Pearl requested assistance from the electrical union and the 
Santa Barbara Police Department to ensure the success 
of the annual event. And she always wrote letters of 
appreciation for their services, as well as to the Parks 
Department for their assistance in decorating civic 
locations including the post office, the train station, and 
the recreation center. 

In a letter published in the Santa Barbara News-Press 
she thanked community volunteers: “Your help and 
assistance, well as that of many others, was so kindly 
and generous! Helping with the preparation of Santa 
Barbara’s Community Christmas celebration, that the 
work of arranging for the Christmas carols and tableaux 
and the community Christmas tree was really a great 
pleasure to the committee. As you know, the plan is to 
perfect so beautiful and impressive an expression of the 
Christmas spirit that it will be well worth repeating each 
year. We are sincerely grateful for your interest and help 
and trust that when the holidays come round once more 
that you will again stand ready to assist.” She signed it, 

“The Community Christmas Committee of the Community Arts Association. Pearl Chase, 
Chairman. Georges Clerbois, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Herter.” 

Each year, Pearl tried to improve and add to the celebration. She worked with the 
County Welfare Department to coordinate updated lists of what she termed “aged 
boarding homes” so that groups of Christmas carolers could spread holiday cheer by 

http://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
https://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
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visiting the elderly, the housebound and the infirm who could not 
attend the community celebration. 

The annual Open House at the Recreation Center on Christmas 
Day became a community tradition, a welcoming place for those 
who might not have another place to celebrate the holiday. The 
invitation was issued throughout town for “those who are away 
from home and lonesome to join us Christmas afternoon.” It was 
the warmly welcoming site of holiday entertainment; dinner and 
refreshments were served, along with cakes and cookies donated 
by local bakeries. 

Pearl once observed that she hadn’t spent a Christmas with her 
family in more than two decades; instead she found her celebration 
and joyful holiday spirit by sharing with those in need. 

During World War II, Pearl focused on the needs of the local 
population as well as the numerous members of the military 
stationed nearby. She invited them to celebrations on Christmas 
Day and New Year’s Eve so that the lonely soldiers could still have 
a place to feel a bit of holiday cheer. 

A guest book from 1943 to 1945 includes entries from military 
members hailing from such distant locales as Chicago; Dayton, 
Ohio; Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania; Burlington, Vermont; Dothan, 
Alabama; and Paris, Texas. Even members of the Royal Australian 
Air Force were welcomed from Perth and Sydney, Australia.

The Recreation Center’s annual Christmas Dance was 
referred to as “the City’s Dance,” a primary celebration for the 
community. Hundreds of people streamed through the center 
during the holiday season, not only for the dances, but, as one 
reporter noted, “there is a lure for those who wish to enjoy 
quietly the cheer of big blazing fires and softly lighted rooms 
away from the music.”

In addition to serving the community, Pearl enjoyed selecting 

and sending personalized California-specific gifts to friends and 
family members on cold and wintery the East Coast. She typically 
ordered in bulk, always asking for a quantity discount, sending 
holiday treats like figs, dates, almonds, and oranges, shipped as 
gift packs from the growers. Invariably these thoughtful, edible 
California-themed gifts were received with surprise and much 
appreciation from the recipients; her mail throughout the month 
of January was typically filled with thank you notes. 

Pearl and her friends recognized and respected the inherent 
dignity of low-income families who needed assistance; they came 
up with the novel notion of allowing them to select the items they 
needed, rather than simply receiving a boxed-up handout. They 
could browse the shelves lined with food for their family, toys for 
their children and determine their own selections. This respectful 
approach continued as the Council of Christmas Cheer, originally 
a holiday project, has expanded to serve year-round need, and is 
now known as Unity Shoppe. 

After Pearl bowed out in 1974, local dynamo and longtime 
volunteer, Barbara Tellefson, took over the task of running the 
organization for decades. She expanded its mission, organized 
an annual telethon broadcast locally, and attracted the assistance 
and support of many dedicated community members, as well as 
entertainers Kenny Loggins and Brad Paisley. Although Barbara 
passed in 2020, the Unity Shoppe, with its deep roots in the 
community, continues to serve, now as a year-round source of 
assistance. 

Guest book signatures from Christmas Day Open House at the Recreation 
Center, 1962. Courtesy the archives of the Pearl Chase Society
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We Hear You! 
By Christine Neuhauser

Many thanks to members who expressed their 
concerns about Santa Barbara and issues 
where they would like the Pearl Chase 

Society to represent them. This list will help inform 
the Board in establishing priorities in the year to 
come. The most popular issues are focused on the 
ever-present concerns about preserving the character 
and quality of life of Santa Barbara while addressing 
housing, growth, and infrastructure. Specifics include 
the following:   

• State Street (all of it)
• De la Guerra Plaza
• Save the charm of Paseo Nuevo
• La Cumbre Plaza mix of stores and restaurants 
• Spanish Colonial Revival and all gardens 

• Mission Creek Bridge and Canyon
• Bungalow District, City Landscapes, and trees
• Motorcycle shop on Montecito Street
• Upper Eastside
• Beck House and Barnsdale Rio Grande Service 

Station
• Troll Bridge on East Mountain Drive – capstones 

below the bridge
• Please keep unaffordable housing units, trash to 

a minimum 
• Housing at Paseo Nuevo, Macy’s and Sears 

must be 50 percent low-income. Where is the 
consideration for the water, traffic, air quality, 
trash, and emergency services?

• Neighborhood preservation – too many hotel 
approvals

• Improvement of public transportation
Please feel free to continue to express your 

concerns and priorities throughout the coming year! 

Franceschi House Update 

Built in 1905, donated to the City of Santa Barbara 
in 1931, the story of the Riviera structure known 
as Franceschi House or Montarioso has many 

chapters—and the Pearl Chase Society has been closely 
involved in many of them. Here’s a new one. The Santa 
Barbara City Council authorized a professional contract 
of $302,530 with an additional $30,253 for design services 
produced by local firm DesignArc. 

Jill Zachary, Parks and Recreation Director for the City 
of Santa Barbara reported, “On November 7, 2023, the 
City Council approved a professional services contract 

with DesignArc to prepare preliminary design plans for the Franceschi 
Park Interpretive Pavilion. The scope of work for Design Arc includes 
community meetings to discuss constraints, options and opportunities 
for the pavilion design and other site improvements, development of 
design alternatives, and review of the design alternatives by community 
stakeholder and by the Historic Landmarks Commission. Although dates 
are not yet established, it is anticipated that the Parks and Recreation 
Department will be hosting community meetings at Franceschi Park in 
early 2024. Beginning in 2024, project updates will also be shared through 
stakeholder email lists as well as posted on the City’s webpage. The City 
welcomes the involvement of the Pearl Chase Society as a key stakeholder 
in the project.”

Here is a link to the City’s 2015 Report, with an extensive history about 
the property: HERE.

In 2017, Pearl Chase Society members were allowed a tour of a portion of 
the interior; you can view that HERE. 

Francesco Franceschi, who had his home, 
Montariso, “my mountain” built in 1905. 

Franceschi House, circa 1907. 

Continued on Page 4
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Printing Impressions, press

Historic Resources Element: The task force has received the staff comments on 
the text of the Element. On April 18, the task force started evaluating the staff 
suggestions. It will take at least one more meeting for the task force before a final 
document is completed. The City Council needs to be congratulated in authorizing 
this task force, thus ensuring that the acknowledgement and protection of our 
City’s irreplaceable historic resources are part of the new General Plan. In addition 
to volunteer efforts, substantial salaried time has gone into the document, which 
is the product of citizen and staff cooperation. Planner Heather Baker, the staff 
liaison, has been very efficient and responsive to the task force’s needs, through 
the almost year-long process.

Miramar Beach Road: The applicant who 
wanted to build a third story on a beach 
cottage at 1548 B Miramar Beach Road 
listened to the public. At the Montecito 
Board of Architectural Review hearing April 
18, a revised plan was presented. Instead 
of a full third story, a loft for sleeping 
quarters was proposed. The loft will raise 
the building height four feet and contain 
clerestory windows.  Although a step in 
the right direction, the revised design is 
not compatible with the neighborhood and 
does not respect the historic ambience of this 
historic row of beach cottages, as illustrated 
in a 1946 photograph.

901 Olive Street: A 51-foot tall, 61,000-square-foot apartment building is proposed 
to be built in the current parking lot behind the office building on the northwest 
corner of Olive and Canon Perdido streets. The height is necessary to provide a 
66 car-parking garage. In addition to a huge building, the architects propose to 
sheath both the existing two-story office building and the apartment with the latest 
modern metal siding. The result will be a modern building similar to those found 
in Seattle and Bellevue, Washington, or on a smaller scale Palm Springs. This style 
is not compatible with the neighborhood, nor with Santa Barbara.   
415 Hot Springs Road: This is the address of the Baron Maximillian H. C. von 
Romberg house designed by Lutah Riggs in 1927 and completed in 1938.  The 
Baron was described as a dashing daredevil who risked life and limb as an aviator, 
a racecar driver and a polo player. He died in an airplane crash prior to the 
house’s completion. His widow later married Burton Tremaine and became one 
of the premier collectors of modern art in Santa Barbara. The current owners of 
this historic house are in the process of restoring it to its original design.  The 
problem is that the traffic on Hot Springs has increased since 1938, causing what 
the owners consider excessive noise in the garden, and especially in the second-
story bedrooms. The owners are proposing a 12-foot- high sound wall 400 feet 
long along the Hot Springs.  The wall is to be inside the 20-foot setback where 
wall height is not regulated by ordinance. The property rises about 10 feet from 
Hot Springs enhancing the wall’s impact. Both the Montecito Association and 
MBAR have voiced objections.  
St Anthony’s: Although the Franciscan seminary on Garden Street is now the 
Garden Street Academy, for most Santa Barbara residents, it will always be the 
landmark known as St. Anthony’s. The school is located within the boundaries of El 

From left: 1543-B, 1544, and 1546 
Miramar Beach. Historical photo 

circa 1946 courtesy of Pamela 
Jameson Boehr.

http://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
https://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
https://pearlchase.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/franceschi-cc-report-6-23-15.pdf

