
Society News and Notes by Cheri Rae

Board of Directors Meeting 
The April meeting was held on the grounds of the Santa Barbara Historical 

Museum, in the warm and inviting Covarrubias Room, made even more welcoming 
with a blazing fire in the fireplace. It was a busy multi-tasking session, complete 
with guests and a field trip.

Our guest (former board member) Robert Ooley provided an update about 
the restoration efforts at the Courthouse, which are extensive and, coming into 
sharp focus. He reported that after seven years, the fountain is fully operational, 
“to the great joy of everyone working on it.” The lawn will soon be restored, the 
curbing stones around the perimeter wall, which were removed to protect them, 
will be re-placed, and there is big news about the clock room, which is nearing 
completion. 

The 82-year-old Seth Thomas tower clock is one of some 3,000 sold worldwide, 
and it is thought that only about 10 percent of them are still in working order. The 
Courthouse clock has been restored with the installation of tiny electronic sensors, 
and its fascinating clockworks are now visible to the public, ADA accessible, and 
the newest must-see—and hear—for residents and guests. The 67-foot-long mural 
about time by Ed Lister, a local painter with experience in Hollywood sets and 
backdrops, is a wonder to behold. 

Robert also requested the Board consider a request to help the Architectural 
Foundation with its project to repair the siding of its headquarters in the Ashton 
House, the distinctive 1904 Italianate Victorian building at the corner of Garden 
and Victoria streets. More information will be forthcoming. 

Our second guest was Jason Bryan, Senior Recreation Supervisor with the City 
of Santa Barbara. He invited members of the Board to appear at the Parks and 
Recreation meeting on April 25 to receive recognition and the City’s appreciation 
for participating in the restoration of the Carrillo Recreation Center. He also briefly 
discussed the possibility of bringing back the local tradition of the Winter Ball, 
once hosted by Miss Pearl Chase, in 2013. 

Board members then enjoyed the opportunity to visit the Gledhill Library, 
and were treated to a presentation by Michael Redmon, our great community 
resource. He had assembled a number of fascinating clippings, photos and other 
historic treasures to provide insights about the collection of more than 70,000 
photos, 5,000 books and pamphlets, and countless clippings, original documents, 
magazines and newspapers that provide great accessibility and insight into the 
day-to-day, year-to-year accounts of Santa Barbara—its people, events, and place 
in our ever-changing world. 
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SCHEDULED MEETINGS OF INTEREST

Pearl Chase Society 

Board Meetings are held the first Thursday of the 
month. Please note the change in date and time to 
allow members to attend the Memorial Service for 
Selma Rubin, which is scheduled for the afternoon 
of May 3. 

May 10, MacVeagh House, 
2559 Puesta del Sol, 3:00 p.m.

Preservation Committee Meetings are held the 
fourth Friday of the month: 

May 24, Pico Adobe, 
123 East Canon Perdido Street, 11:00 a.m. 

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 

City meetings are broadcast live on City TV Channel 
18 and streamed live at www.santabarbaraca.gov/
Government/Video, where they are also archived 
and viewable on demand. 

City Council Meetings are held on Tuesdays at 
2:00 p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall: May 1, 
8, 15, 22. (No meeting on May 29 due to Memorial 
Day Holiday.)

Planning Commission Meetings are held on the 
first, second and third Thursdays of the month at 
1:00 p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall: May 3, 
10, 17, 31.

Historic Landmarks Commission Meetings are 
held every other Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. at the 
David Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden 
Street: May 9, 23.

Architectural Board of Review Meetings are held 
every other Monday at 3:00 p.m. at the David 
Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street: 
May 7, 14, 21.

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA 

County Board of Supervisor Meetings and 
Planning Commission meetings are broadcast 
live on CSBTV20. They are also streamed at www.
countyofsb.org/ceo/media02.aspx, where they are 
also archived and viewable on demand. 

County Board of Supervisors Meetings are held 
on three Tuesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara 
in the Board of Supervisors Hearing Room, 105 East 
Anapamu St., 4th Floor. The second meeting is held 
in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside Parkway: May 
1 (SB), 8 (SM), 15 (SB). 

County Planning Commission Meetings are held 
three Wednesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara at 
123 East Anapamu Street, Room 17, and the second 
meeting is held in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside 
Parkway: May 2 (SB), 9 (SM), 16 (SB).  

County Historic Landmarks Advisory Commission 
Meetings are held the second Monday of the month 
at 10 a.m. at 123 East Anapamu, Room 17 (unless 
specified otherwise): April 9.

And of course, our Annual Historic Homes 
Tour, May 20, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Bungalow Haven 
Neighborhood, with ample parking at Santa 
Barbara High School.

historic homes tour
THE PEARL CHASE SOCIETY presents its THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

Illustration: G
ail Lucas

sunday, may 20, 2012
11a.m. to 4p.m. • by advance reservation
.

SHOWCASING THE CLASSIC CALIFORNIA COTTAGES OF 
SANTA BARBARA’S BUNGALOW HAVEN NEIGHBORHOOD

TICKET PRICE: $55 PER PERSON

For Tickets and Information, please call (805) 961-3938
or visit PEARLCHASESOCIETY.ORG

historic homes tour
THE PEARL CHASE SOCIETY presents its THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

Illustration: G
ail Lucas

sunday, may 20, 2012
11a.m. to 4p.m. • by advance reservation
.

SHOWCASING THE CLASSIC CALIFORNIA COTTAGES OF 
SANTA BARBARA’S BUNGALOW HAVEN NEIGHBORHOOD

TICKET PRICE: $55 PER PERSON

For Tickets and Information, please call (805) 961-3938
or visit PEARLCHASESOCIETY.ORG

See Page 3 for full information
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  MAY MEETINGS OF INTEREST 

PEARL CHASE SOCIETY
Next Board of Directors meeting: May 4 at the Santa 
Barbara County Genealogical Society, 316 Castillo 
Street, 3:30 p.m. 

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA
City Council Public Comment  

and Participating Online
City Council chambers are now open to the public 
for in-person meetings, or you have the option to 
participate electronically: 1) via telephone: Call 
(805) 564-5301 and leave your name, return phone 
number and the number of the item you wish to 
speak on. You will be called back during the meeting 
and will have the chance to make your statement 
then. 2) you may participate in the Zoom meeting 
that may be accessed HERE.
City meetings are broadcast live on City TV channel 
18 and streamed live HERE, where they are also 
archived and viewable on demand.

City Council 
Tuesdays at 2 pm at Council Chambers, City Hall: 
May 2, 9, 16, 23

Planning Commission
First, second and third Thursdays of the month at 1 
pm at Council Chambers, City Hall: May 4, 11, 18

Historic Landmarks Commission
Every other Wednesday at 1:30 pm at the David 
Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street: 
May 10, 24

Architectural Board of Review 
Mondays at 3 pm at the David Gebhard Public 
Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street. Full Board meets 
May 1, 15, 30

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA
County Board of Supervisor Meetings and Planning 
Commission meetings are broadcast live on CSBTV20. 
They are also streamed live HERE where they are 
also archived and viewable on demand.

County Board of Supervisors
Three Tuesdays of the month at 9 am. The first and 
third meetings are held in Santa Barbara in the Board 
of Supervisors Hearing Room, 105 East Anapamu 
St., 4th Floor. The second meeting is (typically) held 
in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside Parkway. May 2 
(SB), May 9 (SM), May 16 (SB)

County Planning Commission
Three Wednesdays of the month at 9 am. The first and 
third meetings are held in Santa Barbara at 123 East 
Anapamu Street, Room 17, and the second meeting 
is (typically) held in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside 
Parkway. May 3 (SB), May 10 (SM), May 31 (SB)

County Historic Landmarks 
Advisory Commission

Second Monday of the month at 10 am at 123 East 
Anapamu, Room 17 (unless specified otherwise). 
May 8

Society News and Notes

Want to get involved, or have submissions for  
The Capital? Email us at PCS@pearlchasesociety.org. 

By Cheri Rae 

On Thursday, April 6, the Board of Directors met at the office of 
the Genealogical Society for the monthly meeting. We received a 
note from the board of the Main-Begg Farmhouse expressing their 

appreciation for our recent donation designated to restore the front porch of 
the historic site. 

Members Emma Brinkman and Christine Neuhauser reported that they 
attended the Street Tree Advisory Committee to express concerns about the 
condition of the Italian stone pines on Anapamu Street. A stand of 79 of the 
mature canopy trees from the 300 to 800 blocks was designated a city historic 
landmark in 1997. These trees have been seriously stressed due to age, 
numerous environmental factors, and of course, years of drought. The Society’s 
purchase of “irricade” watering storage systems has helped, but many trees 
have been lost. The winter rains added to the devastation of these trees, and it 
is hoped that the Society and the City can help develop a replacement plan that 
is sensitive to the historic and natural ambience of the area. 

New business included the approval of a plaque to accompany the Pearl 
Chase portrait at the Recreation Center 
that was re-framed and restored by the 
Society in 2011. There was a brief, and 
welcome, preliminary discussion about 
the location for the next Historic Homes 
Tour—for 2024. And the Santa Barbara 
Conservancy is planning to work with 
various community organizations for 
the observance of the 2025 Centennial 
observation of the Santa Barbara 
Earthquake; all interested parties are 
invited to reply. 

This board meeting took place in 
advance of the first of our new Kellam de 
Forest Speaker Series presentation; board 
members stepped up with donations of 
wine, time, and hosting duties to make 
the event a great success. Read more 
about the event on page 2. 

http://santabarbaraca.gov/gov/cityhall/council/default.asp
https://www.pearlchasesociety.org/
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/cityhall/council/meetings/videos/default.asp
https://santabarbaraca.gov/government/city-hall/city-tv-livestream
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/cityhall/council/default.asp
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/nz/planning/default.asp
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/dm/historic/default.asp
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/ac/abr/default.asp
https://www.countyofsb.org/
https://countyofsb.org/ceo/csbtv/media.sbc
https://countyofsb.org/bos
https://www.countyofsb.org/160/Planning-Development
https://www.countyofsb.org/1652/Historic-Landmarks-Advisory-Commission
https://www.countyofsb.org/1652/Historic-Landmarks-Advisory-Commission
mailto:pcs%40pearlchasesociety.org?subject=Submission%20for%20The%20Capital
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Preservation Watch: Kellam de Forest, the Man 
You May Not Know
By Christine Neuhauser 
Photos by Monie Photography

On April 14, the early life of Kellam 
de Forest was the subject for the 
first of the newly created Kellam de 

Forest Speaker Series presented by the Pearl 
Chase Society. The series, to honor his life 
and work, is presented free to the public to 
learn the untold stories of Santa Barbara, 
held at the city’s Recreation Center on 
Carrillo Street.

Local historian Richard Closson offered 
a personal view of Kellam’s life. He described “our Kellam” with his 
“whip-smart intellect and impish grin.” 

He was a native of Santa Barbara who had much to do with 
preservation in his later life. From a distinguished family and after 
a career in Hollywood as a fact finder for movies and television, he 
returned home to Santa Barbara and fought continuously to keep Santa 
Barbara Santa Barbara. He was often in attendance at meetings of 
various commissions and boards regarding land use and building and 
zoning: Architectural Board of Review, Historic Landmarks Commission, 
Planning Commission, Single Family Design Review Board—and 
sometimes City Council.

Whether it was about the General Plan or a specific development, 
Kellam did his research and was determined to keep the city beautiful 
and to keep officials on their toes. 

Anyone would be amazed by his will and determination to speak 
out against projects. He was never flustered, even while speaking 

haltingly, and he did 
not back down from 
his position. While 
arguing his point, 
he sometimes had 
a twinkle in his eye 
and a slight smile as 
he recounted details. 
Watching him stand 
his ground while 
using a walker or 
seated in a wheelchair 
was impressive and 
spoke volumes of the 
man he was.

Rick Closson

Kellam de Forest

http://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
https://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
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In addition to attending public meetings, which he 
often traveled to and from by Easy Lift, he conducted 
monthly Preservation Watch meetings, where 
concerned citizens could bring their neighborhood 
issues to increase awareness and perhaps gain 
support from the PCS, and Kellam de Forest. 

His tenacity is what brought me to his Preservation 
Meetings at Wood Glen Hall, as I brought the AUD 
program and inherent problems to his meeting. 
He held those meetings to the very end and never 

seemed to stop caring.
But there is much more to know about his long life 

outside of Santa Barbara, as Rick Closson detailed in 
his fine presentation. He provided a brief history of 
Kellam, who was born at Cottage Hospital in 1927, 
a preemie who weighed in at just over two pounds 
and survived against all odds. Educated locally at 
Roosevelt, Crane, and Thacher, where he graduated in 
1944, he attended Yale University for a year before he 
enlisted in the Army and served at a supply depot in 
Washington state. 

At war’s end, he returned to Yale, where he 
proudly managed the polo team, and graduated in 

1949 with a degree in 
history. He married 
his wife Peggy in 1952, 
moved to Los Angeles 
where they raised their 
family and he came 
up with a business 
idea that combined his 
interest in Hollywood 
with his research skills. 
He founded De Forest 
Research, a consulting 
firm located on the 
Paramount Studios lot, 
that provided fact-checking services, checked scripts 
for accuracy, and helped the studios avoid lawsuits 
with their careful research.

Rick revealed that it was Kellam who reviewed 
the pilot script for All in the Family and found that 
Wally Bunker—as the main character was originally 
named—was the name of a real-life resident in 
Queens. He suggested the character be named Archie.

In his decades of show business work, Kellam and 
his team of nine researchers consulted on some 250 
television series and more than 500 feature-length 
films. De Forest Research was known as the largest 
Hollywood research firm, and to this day, the model 
he created of meticulous notes on a script is referred 
to as a De Forest Report, developed at the request of 
Gene Roddenberry of Star Trek fame, and still used 
throughout the industry.

Following the presentation, attendees enjoyed a 
brief reception in the lovely courtyard area, with the 
opportunity to meet with Closson for more insights 
about this very special man noting “The good that 
people do, lives after them.” That is certainly the case 
with Kellam de Forest.
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Progress In Preservation 
By Emma Brinkman

The attached photos show the restoration of the 
sandstone wall on the 1200 block of Ferrelo Road. 
Wendy Edmunds, who has served on the Historic 

Landmarks Commission, worked with the city’s urban 
historian Nicole Hernandez to restore and return this 
section of the pier and cap wall to the public view.

A small victory for preservation!
Currently, according to Edmunds, when a homeowner 

pulls a building permit and a sandstone wall is identified 
on the property, the homeowner is required to restore the 
wall and return it to the public view. The photos reflect 
how that restoration recently happened, allowing the 
sandstone to be viewed once more.  

But there is still more work to do: On lower Ferrelo 
Road, a section of a sandstone wall has been privatized 
and a Ficus vine has been allowed to overtake the 
wall. Unfortunately, that homeowner is reluctant to 
voluntarily restore the wall and return it the public view. 

Before the removal of the fence and ivy 
from the Pier and Cap Wall

After fence and ivy have been removed 
from Pier and Cap Wall

Restoring a Community Gem: The Alameda Park Bandstand Repair Project
By Cheri Rae 

The City of Santa Barbara has secured $216, 
118 in funding from the U. S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development, and 

added another $110, 979 from the general fund 
to repair the classic Alameda Park Bandstand. 

This City Landmark, built in 1888 (the same 
year Pearl Chase was born), has weathered many 
storms in its 135 years. The project will include 
needed structural repairs as well as seismic 
upgrades and waterproofing. The structure will 
also be repainted to reflect its Folk Victorian 
design and elegant architectural details.   

http://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
https://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety

