
Society News and Notes by Cheri Rae

Board of Directors Meeting 
The April meeting was held on the grounds of the Santa Barbara Historical 

Museum, in the warm and inviting Covarrubias Room, made even more welcoming 
with a blazing fire in the fireplace. It was a busy multi-tasking session, complete 
with guests and a field trip.

Our guest (former board member) Robert Ooley provided an update about 
the restoration efforts at the Courthouse, which are extensive and, coming into 
sharp focus. He reported that after seven years, the fountain is fully operational, 
“to the great joy of everyone working on it.” The lawn will soon be restored, the 
curbing stones around the perimeter wall, which were removed to protect them, 
will be re-placed, and there is big news about the clock room, which is nearing 
completion. 

The 82-year-old Seth Thomas tower clock is one of some 3,000 sold worldwide, 
and it is thought that only about 10 percent of them are still in working order. The 
Courthouse clock has been restored with the installation of tiny electronic sensors, 
and its fascinating clockworks are now visible to the public, ADA accessible, and 
the newest must-see—and hear—for residents and guests. The 67-foot-long mural 
about time by Ed Lister, a local painter with experience in Hollywood sets and 
backdrops, is a wonder to behold. 

Robert also requested the Board consider a request to help the Architectural 
Foundation with its project to repair the siding of its headquarters in the Ashton 
House, the distinctive 1904 Italianate Victorian building at the corner of Garden 
and Victoria streets. More information will be forthcoming. 

Our second guest was Jason Bryan, Senior Recreation Supervisor with the City 
of Santa Barbara. He invited members of the Board to appear at the Parks and 
Recreation meeting on April 25 to receive recognition and the City’s appreciation 
for participating in the restoration of the Carrillo Recreation Center. He also briefly 
discussed the possibility of bringing back the local tradition of the Winter Ball, 
once hosted by Miss Pearl Chase, in 2013. 

Board members then enjoyed the opportunity to visit the Gledhill Library, 
and were treated to a presentation by Michael Redmon, our great community 
resource. He had assembled a number of fascinating clippings, photos and other 
historic treasures to provide insights about the collection of more than 70,000 
photos, 5,000 books and pamphlets, and countless clippings, original documents, 
magazines and newspapers that provide great accessibility and insight into the 
day-to-day, year-to-year accounts of Santa Barbara—its people, events, and place 
in our ever-changing world. 
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SCHEDULED MEETINGS OF INTEREST

Pearl Chase Society 

Board Meetings are held the first Thursday of the 
month. Please note the change in date and time to 
allow members to attend the Memorial Service for 
Selma Rubin, which is scheduled for the afternoon 
of May 3. 

May 10, MacVeagh House, 
2559 Puesta del Sol, 3:00 p.m.

Preservation Committee Meetings are held the 
fourth Friday of the month: 

May 24, Pico Adobe, 
123 East Canon Perdido Street, 11:00 a.m. 

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 

City meetings are broadcast live on City TV Channel 
18 and streamed live at www.santabarbaraca.gov/
Government/Video, where they are also archived 
and viewable on demand. 

City Council Meetings are held on Tuesdays at 
2:00 p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall: May 1, 
8, 15, 22. (No meeting on May 29 due to Memorial 
Day Holiday.)

Planning Commission Meetings are held on the 
first, second and third Thursdays of the month at 
1:00 p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall: May 3, 
10, 17, 31.

Historic Landmarks Commission Meetings are 
held every other Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. at the 
David Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden 
Street: May 9, 23.

Architectural Board of Review Meetings are held 
every other Monday at 3:00 p.m. at the David 
Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street: 
May 7, 14, 21.

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA 

County Board of Supervisor Meetings and 
Planning Commission meetings are broadcast 
live on CSBTV20. They are also streamed at www.
countyofsb.org/ceo/media02.aspx, where they are 
also archived and viewable on demand. 

County Board of Supervisors Meetings are held 
on three Tuesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara 
in the Board of Supervisors Hearing Room, 105 East 
Anapamu St., 4th Floor. The second meeting is held 
in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside Parkway: May 
1 (SB), 8 (SM), 15 (SB). 

County Planning Commission Meetings are held 
three Wednesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara at 
123 East Anapamu Street, Room 17, and the second 
meeting is held in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside 
Parkway: May 2 (SB), 9 (SM), 16 (SB).  

County Historic Landmarks Advisory Commission 
Meetings are held the second Monday of the month 
at 10 a.m. at 123 East Anapamu, Room 17 (unless 
specified otherwise): April 9.

And of course, our Annual Historic Homes 
Tour, May 20, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Bungalow Haven 
Neighborhood, with ample parking at Santa 
Barbara High School.

historic homes tour
THE PEARL CHASE SOCIETY presents its THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

Illustration: G
ail Lucas

sunday, may 20, 2012
11a.m. to 4p.m. • by advance reservation
.

SHOWCASING THE CLASSIC CALIFORNIA COTTAGES OF 
SANTA BARBARA’S BUNGALOW HAVEN NEIGHBORHOOD

TICKET PRICE: $55 PER PERSON

For Tickets and Information, please call (805) 961-3938
or visit PEARLCHASESOCIETY.ORG

historic homes tour
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11a.m. to 4p.m. • by advance reservation
.

SHOWCASING THE CLASSIC CALIFORNIA COTTAGES OF 
SANTA BARBARA’S BUNGALOW HAVEN NEIGHBORHOOD

TICKET PRICE: $55 PER PERSON

For Tickets and Information, please call (805) 961-3938
or visit PEARLCHASESOCIETY.ORG

See Page 3 for full information
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  FEBRUARY MEETINGS OF INTEREST 

PEARL CHASE SOCIETY
Next Board of Directors meeting: February 4 at 
Arnoldi’s Restaurant, 600 Olive Street, before the 
February Fling gathering.

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA
City Council Public Comment  

and Participating Online
City Council chambers are now open to the public 
for in-person meetings, or you have the option to 
participate electronically: 1) via telephone: Call 
(805) 564-5301 and leave your name, return phone 
number and the number of the item you wish to 
speak on. You will be called back during the meeting 
and will have the chance to make your statement 
then. 2) you may participate in the Zoom meeting 
that may be accessed HERE.
City meetings are broadcast live on City TV channel 
18 and streamed live HERE, where they are also 
archived and viewable on demand.

City Council 
Tuesdays at 2 pm at Council Chambers, City Hall: 
February 7, 14, 28

Planning Commission
First, second and third Thursdays of the month at 1 
pm at Council Chambers, City Hall: February 2, 9, 16

Historic Landmarks Commission
Every other Wednesday at 1:30 pm at the David 
Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street: 
February 1, 15

Architectural Board of Review 
Mondays at 3 pm at the David Gebhard Public 
Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street. Full Board meets 
February 6, 21

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA
County Board of Supervisor Meetings and Planning 
Commission meetings are broadcast live on CSBTV20. 
They are also streamed live HERE where they are 
also archived and viewable on demand.

County Board of Supervisors
Three Tuesdays of the month at 9 am. The first and 
third meetings are held in Santa Barbara in the Board 
of Supervisors Hearing Room, 105 East Anapamu 
St., 4th Floor. The second meeting is (typically) 
held in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside Parkway. 
February 7 (SB), February 14 (SM)

County Planning Commission
Three Wednesdays of the month at 9 am. The first 
and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara at 123 
East Anapamu Street, Room 17, and the second 
meeting is (typically) held in Santa Maria at 511 East 
Lakeside Parkway. February 1 (SB), February 8 (SM), 
February 22 (SB)

County Historic Landmarks 
Advisory Commission

Second Monday of the month at 10 am at 123 East 
Anapamu, Room 17 (unless specified otherwise). 
February 13

Society News and Notes

Want to get involved, or have submissions for  
The Capital? Email us at PCS@pearlchasesociety.org. 

The Board members of the Pearl Chase Society met in person on 
January 5 at the Genealogy Society on Castillo Street. Everyone 
was in high spirits, ready to share ideas and get started on new 

projects at the beginning of the New Year. 
One of the new projects that has touched our hearts and sparked much 

thoughtful discussion is the initiation of a Pearl Chase Society-sponsored 
speakers’ series in honor of one of our dear founding members, Kellam 
de Forest. Stay tuned for reports about the plans and progress for this 
ongoing community event that will focus on topics of interest presented 
by a range of community experts. 

We’re looking forward to our upcoming social gathering at Arnoldi’s 
with members of the Pearl Chase Society the afternoon of February 4 and 
hope to see you there! See details below.  

Presented
by

PEARL CHASE SOCIETY
Please join us

Saturday February 4, 2023
12 noon to 3 PM

Arnoldi's Cafe

Lunch & no host bar
$25 per person

Please send checks to:
Patti Ottoboni

9 N. San Marcos Rd. Unit B, SB 93111 
Ph: 805.961.3938 for questions

http://santabarbaraca.gov/gov/cityhall/council/default.asp
https://www.pearlchasesociety.org/
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/cityhall/council/meetings/videos/default.asp
https://santabarbaraca.gov/government/city-hall/city-tv-livestream
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/cityhall/council/default.asp
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/nz/planning/default.asp
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/dm/historic/default.asp
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/ac/abr/default.asp
https://www.countyofsb.org/
https://countyofsb.org/ceo/csbtv/media.sbc
https://countyofsb.org/bos
https://www.countyofsb.org/160/Planning-Development
https://www.countyofsb.org/1652/Historic-Landmarks-Advisory-Commission
https://www.countyofsb.org/1652/Historic-Landmarks-Advisory-Commission
mailto:pcs%40pearlchasesociety.org?subject=Submission%20for%20The%20Capital
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By Kellam de Forest
(Initiated by popular request, Preservation Watch informs Pearl Chase Society members of community 
projects that may disturb historical structures and features, explains community preservation efforts, 

and/or lists opportunities for public input for those concerned with a particular issue.) 
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Susan Adams, distribution 
Printing Impressions, press

Historic Resources Element: The task force has received the staff comments on 
the text of the Element. On April 18, the task force started evaluating the staff 
suggestions. It will take at least one more meeting for the task force before a final 
document is completed. The City Council needs to be congratulated in authorizing 
this task force, thus ensuring that the acknowledgement and protection of our 
City’s irreplaceable historic resources are part of the new General Plan. In addition 
to volunteer efforts, substantial salaried time has gone into the document, which 
is the product of citizen and staff cooperation. Planner Heather Baker, the staff 
liaison, has been very efficient and responsive to the task force’s needs, through 
the almost year-long process.

Miramar Beach Road: The applicant who 
wanted to build a third story on a beach 
cottage at 1548 B Miramar Beach Road 
listened to the public. At the Montecito 
Board of Architectural Review hearing April 
18, a revised plan was presented. Instead 
of a full third story, a loft for sleeping 
quarters was proposed. The loft will raise 
the building height four feet and contain 
clerestory windows.  Although a step in 
the right direction, the revised design is 
not compatible with the neighborhood and 
does not respect the historic ambience of this 
historic row of beach cottages, as illustrated 
in a 1946 photograph.

901 Olive Street: A 51-foot tall, 61,000-square-foot apartment building is proposed 
to be built in the current parking lot behind the office building on the northwest 
corner of Olive and Canon Perdido streets. The height is necessary to provide a 
66 car-parking garage. In addition to a huge building, the architects propose to 
sheath both the existing two-story office building and the apartment with the latest 
modern metal siding. The result will be a modern building similar to those found 
in Seattle and Bellevue, Washington, or on a smaller scale Palm Springs. This style 
is not compatible with the neighborhood, nor with Santa Barbara.   
415 Hot Springs Road: This is the address of the Baron Maximillian H. C. von 
Romberg house designed by Lutah Riggs in 1927 and completed in 1938.  The 
Baron was described as a dashing daredevil who risked life and limb as an aviator, 
a racecar driver and a polo player. He died in an airplane crash prior to the 
house’s completion. His widow later married Burton Tremaine and became one 
of the premier collectors of modern art in Santa Barbara. The current owners of 
this historic house are in the process of restoring it to its original design.  The 
problem is that the traffic on Hot Springs has increased since 1938, causing what 
the owners consider excessive noise in the garden, and especially in the second-
story bedrooms. The owners are proposing a 12-foot- high sound wall 400 feet 
long along the Hot Springs.  The wall is to be inside the 20-foot setback where 
wall height is not regulated by ordinance. The property rises about 10 feet from 
Hot Springs enhancing the wall’s impact. Both the Montecito Association and 
MBAR have voiced objections.  
St Anthony’s: Although the Franciscan seminary on Garden Street is now the 
Garden Street Academy, for most Santa Barbara residents, it will always be the 
landmark known as St. Anthony’s. The school is located within the boundaries of El 

From left: 1543-B, 1544, and 1546 
Miramar Beach. Historical photo 

circa 1946 courtesy of Pamela 
Jameson Boehr.
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Don’t forget to LIKE us on Facebook.    
www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety

We’re keeping an eye on pending developments from La Cumbre Plaza to lower State 
Street, the Westside to the Riviera, to UCSB and all around the town. Please feel free to 
add your input or express your concerns. 
By Christine Neuhauser 

The Jan 23 meeting of the Architectural Board of Review offered a glimpse 
of what is fast becoming commonplace, and so sad for what is happening 
to Santa Barbara. Every project received project design approval (PDA) 

and or final. All, except the car wash on La Cumbre Road, and the six units at 
515 West Los Olivos were sub-par, at least for the standards Santa Barbara once 
implemented. Of course, everything has changed since the passage of SB330, 
that severely limits local control over housing developments. 

The massive four-story, 82-unit project at 701 North Milpas received PDA, with 
conditions from the ABR. Jarrett Gorin of Vanguard Planning represented the 
development team of Alan Bleecker and Ed St. George. The ABR’s responsibilities 
are so diminished, partly due to Sacramento’s legislation and Santa Barbara city’s 
project agreement with the owners, that the innocuous questions they valiantly 
still asked at this stage were about color, materials, solar and landscaping. 

One of the members did request the corner(s) be softened by moving a 
balcony to the corner instead remaining in the middle, and he called it a missed 
opportunity when he was voted down by the board. The board has repeatedly 
requested the applicant to soften the corners to reduce massing has board. 
When checking the compatibility findings regarding mass, bulk, scale, and 
compatibility with the surrounding neighborhood, all had already been decided 
by City Council. Although the statement, “The public views and mountains 
have not been impacted,” doesn’t hold water if you are viewing it from Santa 
Barbara Junior High or the athletic field behind the project. 

Still the attention and tweaking of the Milpas project made, at least on 
paper, for a better look than what was approved at 425 Garden Street. It’s yet 
another four-story development; this one with 36 units and featuring rooftop 
amenities. It is big and blocky, with concrete from lot line to lot line and looks 
like a white boring shoebox. It appears more fitting for construction in Oxnard, 
and resembling a shopping mall, or medical facility, it hardly looks like 
housing or a place to call home. The project was 33 units on November 21, now 
it is 36. Said the presenter, 
“the archway was moved 
back to be compatible with 
the (one-story) building next 
door.” Nothing is memorable 
nor inviting about this 
design, nor compatible with 
adjoining East Haley Street 
nor Garden Street.

Haley Street, with its one- 
and two-story buildings and 
neighborhood industrial feel 
is currently dotted with motor 
courts from the past. It will 

—continued on page 4
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Good News! Rocky Nook Park Officially 
Named a County Historic Landmark
By Paulina Conn  
Photos by Cheri Rae

The long-discussed 
designation of Rocky 
Nook Park as a 

County Historic Landmark 
has finally happened. The 
vote, on January 24, by the 
County Board of Supervisors 
was 4 to 1. Third District 
Supervisor, Joan Hartmann, 
felt that no capital 
improvements by either 
Transportation or Parks 
Department should be exempted from the 
required consultation with the Historic 
Landmarks Advisory Commission. She, of 
course, is right. However, politics won out. 

Although there are those who objected, 
asserting that landmarking Rocky Nook 
Park—or any park—is unnecessary, 
and further, that the landmarking was 
initiated to obstruct safety improvements 
on Mission Canyon Road.  

But the Coalition to Preserve Mission 
Canyon has successfully worked with the 
Department of Transportation to install 
solar pedestrian-activated push button 
signals at crosswalks to the Museum 
of Natural History. It has also moved 
the “Slippery When Wet” for increased 
visibility, installed No Parking signs, and 
is arranging for the planting of native 
California plants along Rocky Nook Park to prevent 
vehicular parking on the pedestrian path.

And Rocky Nook Park is the missing authentic link to 
Mission Historical Park and is very important to the Chumash. 

At the hearing several members of the Barbareño Band of 
Chumash Indians spoke in favor 
of making Rocky Nook Park a 
Historic Landmark. This was 
their original land and having 
it landmarked was necessary 
to keep the native landscape to 
share with everyone.

Letters to Historic 
Landmarks Advisory 
Commission in support of 
landmarking Rocky Nook Park 
were sent by the Chairs of the 
Barbareño Band and from the 
Coastal Band as well. They 
represented each entire Band 

not just individuals.
The County Supervisors received 

97 Public Comment Letters in favor of 
making Rocky Nook Park a County 
Historic Landmark, with just four against 
it. Several of the letters, including one 
from a law firm, in favor of landmark 
status reminded the Supervisors that 
Rocky Nook Park has a Deed Restriction 
for Park use in perpetuity.

Designating Rocky Nook Park as a 
County Historic Landmark is a small 
way of honoring our local Chumash 
with a place that is still authentic 
oak woodland and riparian habitat 
and that was once their land. They 
literally walked here for thousands of 
years. Rocky Nook Park is intimately 
connected to the mapped place names of 
Axtayuxash (place of wild cherries) and 

Xana’yan (rocky place), the name of the nearby village. 
NOTE: The designation makes the exception that the 

County Transportation Department does not have to go 
first to CHLAC if “elements along Mission Canyon Road 
are impacted by maintenance, capital improvements or 
safety projects”. The Parks Department exemptions were 
already inserted in the Draft Resolution that received the 
unanimous Yes 
vote of the HLAC 
and the Draft 
Resolution that 
received a 4 to 
4 tie vote with 
HLAC. There was 
discussion of park 
exemptions. We 
will wait to see if 
those already in 
the Resolution will 
be changed.Bloom where you are planted.

Mosaic artist Dan Chrynko created a couple of colorful lizards resting on 
the rocks above Mission Creek at the lower end of the park.

Happy trails allow for easy meandering.

Shadows and light, boulders and oaks.
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Meet Our New Board Members
Emma Brinkman 

“The best way to teach history is through preservation,” declared Emma Brinkman. She has 
lived in various locations in the Santa Barbara area since 1995. Her interests include local 
history, architecture, landscape design, and preservation of historical neighborhoods, which 
are a perfect fit with the mission of the Pearl Chase Society. 

She has participated actively in commenting on projects under review at local design 
boards and has worked to the restoration of neighborhood altar rails, too many of which have 
been several privatized or have been allowed to deteriorate due to lack of maintenance and 
vegetative overgrowth. She has extensive botanical knowledge and interest in the Italian Stone 
Pines on Anapamu Street. Brinkman also is active in autism research and adaptive supports 
and programs for the developmentally disabled.

Claudia Schou 
“I am honored to have been invited to serve as a board member for Pearl Chase Society, 
and to be part of a dynamic team whose sole mission is to preserve Santa Barbara’s historic 
architecture, landscapes and cultural heritage,” Claudia Schou said. “I look forward to working 
on initiatives that will advance and enlarge upon the founding vision of Pearl Chase.”

Schou previously lived in Long Beach, where she founded Friends of Bixby Park. As 
board president for a dozen years, she led a team of volunteers to raise funds for seasonal 
programming of the historic bandshell, improvements and landscaping, acquisition of park 
furnishings and historic light posts and community-funded public safety initiatives. 

She and her family moved to Santa Barbara four years ago when she accepted a 
marketing and public relations position at The Fess Parker by DoubleTree. Her role was to 
rebrand the hotel to Hilton Santa Barbara Beachfront Resort. 

Schou has since moved into the real estate market and is a realtor at Village Properties. Schou also serves as an 
administrator for Parkinson Association of Santa Barbara and as a steering committee member for Santa Barbara Museum 
of Art’s Museum Collectors Council. She also writes a food column for the Montecito Journal. 

Stephanie Williams 
“My interest in historic preservation, architecture, and design was finely honed by 
the decade I spent at Architectural Digest in advertising,” said Stephanie Williams. “I 
would like to help maintain Santa Barbara’s special character and I want to be part of an 
organization that shares this interest. The Pearl Chase Society mission is in line with this 
desire.” 

Williams added, “I am excited to join the Pearl Chase Society Board of Directors and hope 
to honor our historic architecture, gardens, and neighborhoods with seasonal community 
educational events such as home tours and lectures. In addition to the Pearl Chase Society, I 
am a Vice President of the Santa Barbara Beautiful Board of Directors.” 

soon go the way of Chapala Street, before it turned into a 
strip of high-rise, high-priced housing units. 

But the outcome will be worse, because the thought, 
care and suggestions are no longer afforded the applicants 
from the review boards. The modern constraints where 
the number of units to make construction affordable, 
according to the developers, outweighs the livability of 
these housing units and takes the magic out of a beautiful 
and well-thought-out building that stands the test of time 
and enchants the passerby.

And sadly, a sweet cul-de-sac at 414 West Canon 

Perdido Street will lose some of its charm when the modern 
two-unit AUD is plopped on the site, among the one-story 
Victorians situated there. Again, a box and a box with a 
triangle on top describes the project.  

All this development rapidly changing the face of Santa 
Barbara with little public opposition expressed. Contrary 
to the past when the public was so involved, there were no 
members of the public who spoke out in person or online 
against any of these projects. Please speak up for the good 
of your neighborhood and let board members know that 
people in Santa Barbara still care about where they live.

—continued from page 2
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