
Society News and Notes by Cheri Rae

Board of Directors Meeting 
The April meeting was held on the grounds of the Santa Barbara Historical 

Museum, in the warm and inviting Covarrubias Room, made even more welcoming 
with a blazing fire in the fireplace. It was a busy multi-tasking session, complete 
with guests and a field trip.

Our guest (former board member) Robert Ooley provided an update about 
the restoration efforts at the Courthouse, which are extensive and, coming into 
sharp focus. He reported that after seven years, the fountain is fully operational, 
“to the great joy of everyone working on it.” The lawn will soon be restored, the 
curbing stones around the perimeter wall, which were removed to protect them, 
will be re-placed, and there is big news about the clock room, which is nearing 
completion. 

The 82-year-old Seth Thomas tower clock is one of some 3,000 sold worldwide, 
and it is thought that only about 10 percent of them are still in working order. The 
Courthouse clock has been restored with the installation of tiny electronic sensors, 
and its fascinating clockworks are now visible to the public, ADA accessible, and 
the newest must-see—and hear—for residents and guests. The 67-foot-long mural 
about time by Ed Lister, a local painter with experience in Hollywood sets and 
backdrops, is a wonder to behold. 

Robert also requested the Board consider a request to help the Architectural 
Foundation with its project to repair the siding of its headquarters in the Ashton 
House, the distinctive 1904 Italianate Victorian building at the corner of Garden 
and Victoria streets. More information will be forthcoming. 

Our second guest was Jason Bryan, Senior Recreation Supervisor with the City 
of Santa Barbara. He invited members of the Board to appear at the Parks and 
Recreation meeting on April 25 to receive recognition and the City’s appreciation 
for participating in the restoration of the Carrillo Recreation Center. He also briefly 
discussed the possibility of bringing back the local tradition of the Winter Ball, 
once hosted by Miss Pearl Chase, in 2013. 

Board members then enjoyed the opportunity to visit the Gledhill Library, 
and were treated to a presentation by Michael Redmon, our great community 
resource. He had assembled a number of fascinating clippings, photos and other 
historic treasures to provide insights about the collection of more than 70,000 
photos, 5,000 books and pamphlets, and countless clippings, original documents, 
magazines and newspapers that provide great accessibility and insight into the 
day-to-day, year-to-year accounts of Santa Barbara—its people, events, and place 
in our ever-changing world. 
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SCHEDULED MEETINGS OF INTEREST

Pearl Chase Society 

Board Meetings are held the first Thursday of the 
month. Please note the change in date and time to 
allow members to attend the Memorial Service for 
Selma Rubin, which is scheduled for the afternoon 
of May 3. 

May 10, MacVeagh House, 
2559 Puesta del Sol, 3:00 p.m.

Preservation Committee Meetings are held the 
fourth Friday of the month: 

May 24, Pico Adobe, 
123 East Canon Perdido Street, 11:00 a.m. 

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 

City meetings are broadcast live on City TV Channel 
18 and streamed live at www.santabarbaraca.gov/
Government/Video, where they are also archived 
and viewable on demand. 

City Council Meetings are held on Tuesdays at 
2:00 p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall: May 1, 
8, 15, 22. (No meeting on May 29 due to Memorial 
Day Holiday.)

Planning Commission Meetings are held on the 
first, second and third Thursdays of the month at 
1:00 p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall: May 3, 
10, 17, 31.

Historic Landmarks Commission Meetings are 
held every other Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. at the 
David Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden 
Street: May 9, 23.

Architectural Board of Review Meetings are held 
every other Monday at 3:00 p.m. at the David 
Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street: 
May 7, 14, 21.

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA 

County Board of Supervisor Meetings and 
Planning Commission meetings are broadcast 
live on CSBTV20. They are also streamed at www.
countyofsb.org/ceo/media02.aspx, where they are 
also archived and viewable on demand. 

County Board of Supervisors Meetings are held 
on three Tuesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara 
in the Board of Supervisors Hearing Room, 105 East 
Anapamu St., 4th Floor. The second meeting is held 
in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside Parkway: May 
1 (SB), 8 (SM), 15 (SB). 

County Planning Commission Meetings are held 
three Wednesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara at 
123 East Anapamu Street, Room 17, and the second 
meeting is held in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside 
Parkway: May 2 (SB), 9 (SM), 16 (SB).  

County Historic Landmarks Advisory Commission 
Meetings are held the second Monday of the month 
at 10 a.m. at 123 East Anapamu, Room 17 (unless 
specified otherwise): April 9.

And of course, our Annual Historic Homes 
Tour, May 20, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Bungalow Haven 
Neighborhood, with ample parking at Santa 
Barbara High School.

historic homes tour
THE PEARL CHASE SOCIETY presents its THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

Illustration: G
ail Lucas

sunday, may 20, 2012
11a.m. to 4p.m. • by advance reservation
.

SHOWCASING THE CLASSIC CALIFORNIA COTTAGES OF 
SANTA BARBARA’S BUNGALOW HAVEN NEIGHBORHOOD

TICKET PRICE: $55 PER PERSON

For Tickets and Information, please call (805) 961-3938
or visit PEARLCHASESOCIETY.ORG

historic homes tour
THE PEARL CHASE SOCIETY presents its THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

Illustration: G
ail Lucas

sunday, may 20, 2012
11a.m. to 4p.m. • by advance reservation
.

SHOWCASING THE CLASSIC CALIFORNIA COTTAGES OF 
SANTA BARBARA’S BUNGALOW HAVEN NEIGHBORHOOD

TICKET PRICE: $55 PER PERSON

For Tickets and Information, please call (805) 961-3938
or visit PEARLCHASESOCIETY.ORG

See Page 3 for full information
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  SCHEDULED MEETINGS OF INTEREST 

PEARL CHASE SOCIETY
In-person Board Meetings at the MacVeagh House 
on the grounds of the Natural History Museum 
been suspended due to Covid protocols. The 
Board continues to meet via Zoom; meetings are 
typically held the first Thursday of the month at 
3:30. Next meeting: February 3
Preservation Committee Meetings will be held 
virtually when they resume. Next date to be 
determined. 

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA
City Council Public Comment and Participating 
Online. In order to promote social distancing, City 
Council chambers will not be open to the general 
public. Public participation can be done in two 
ways: 1) via telephone: Call (805) 564-5301 and 
leave your name, return phone number and the 
number of the item you wish to speak on. You will 
be called back during the meeting and will have 
the chance to make your statement then.  2) you 
may participate in the Zoom meeting that may be 
accessed HERE.
City meetings are broadcast live on City TV 
channel 18 and streamed live HERE, where they 
are also archived and viewable on demand.
City Council Meetings are held on Tuesdays at 2 
pm at Council Chambers, City Hall: February 1, 8, 15 
Planning Commission Meetings are held on the 
first, second and third Thursdays of the month at 1 
pm at Council Chambers, City Hall: February 3, 10, 17 
Historic Landmarks Commission Meetings 
are held every other Wednesday at 1:30 pm at the 
David Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden 
Street: February 2, 16 
Architectural Board of Review Meetings are 
held Mondays at 3 pm at the David Gebhard 
Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street. Full 
Board meets February 7, 22 (Tuesday) 

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA
County Board of Supervisor Meetings and Planning 
Commission meetings are broadcast live on 
CSBTV20. They are also streamed live HERE where 
they are also archived and viewable on demand.

County Board of Supervisors Meetings are 
held on three Tuesdays of the month at 9 am. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara 
in the Board of Supervisors Hearing Room, 105 
East Anapamu St., 4th Floor. The second meeting 
is (typically) held in Santa Maria at 511 East 
Lakeside Parkway.  February 1 (SB), February 8, 
(SM), February 15 (SB)
County Planning Commission Meetings are 
held three Wednesdays of the month at 9 am. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara 
at 123 East Anapamu Street, Room 17, and the 
second meeting is (typically) held in Santa Maria 
at 511 East Lakeside Parkway: February 2 (SB), 
February 9, 23 (SM)
County Historic Landmarks Advisory 
Commission Meetings are held the second 
Monday of the month at 10 am at 123 East 
Anapamu, Room 17 (unless specified otherwise): 
February 14

Society News & Notes  
By Cheri Rae 
     

Members of the Board of Directors of the Pearl Chase Society met 
over Zoom on January 6 for the first meeting of the New Year. 
However, there were not enough members in attendance for a 

quorum, so the meeting was for discussion and follow-up only. 
The comprehensive recent article about the Orella Adobe that appeared in the 

Santa Barbara News-Press was cited; it can be viewed on page six HERE. 
There was discussion about the completion of “Birth of Beauty,” the 

new documentary video sponsored by the Society that builds upon the 
virtual 2021 Historic Homes Tour and tells the story of the visionary 
women associated with Plaza Rubio who helped usher in an architectural 
renaissance in Santa Barbara. 

This venture was described as “a new frontier for the Society,” and is an 
exciting contemporary approach to developing interest and awareness in 
preserving and protection of the historic resources of Santa Barbara. [See profile 
of filmmaker Jim Cutsinger on page 4 for a 
behind-the-scenes look at this project.]

A general discussion of the request for the 
Society to donate to the Main-Begg Farmhouse 
and Cistern project. The property, located 
at 5001 Hollister Avenue, was designated 
a County Historic Landmark in 2020, and 
efforts for its preservation and restoration are 
ongoing. Concern was expressed to guarantee 
that plans adhere to Department of Interior 
standards. It was suggested that Board 
members conduct research and visit the site 
for an organized informational tour when 
conditions allow. More information about the 
site can be found HERE.

An additional brief discussion about the 
request for funding for a number of repairs  
of the St. Paul AME Church, designated a  
City Landmark in 2020. Questions will be 
clarified and consideration of assisting with the protection of this important 
newly designated landmark will take place in the near future.  

Want to get involved, or have submissions for  
The Capital? Email us at PCS@pearlchasesociety.org. 

The next Board Meeting is Thursday, February 3, via Zoom.

Newly named historic landmark, 
St. Paul’s AME Church in need of 

repairs. Photo by Steve Dowty

http://santabarbaraca.gov/gov/cityhall/council/default.asp
http://www.pearlchasesociety.org
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/cityhall/council/meetings/videos/default.asp
http://santabarbaraca.gov/gov/depts/cityadmin/watch/default.asp
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/cityhall/council/default.asp
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/nz/planning/
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/dm/historic/
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/ac/abr/agendas.asp
https://www.countyofsb.org/
https://countyofsb.org/ceo/csbtv/media.sbc
https://countyofsb.org/bos
https://www.countyofsb.org/plndev/home.sbc
https://www.countyofsb.org/plndev/home.sbc
https://www.countyofsb.org/plndev/home.sbc
https://issuu.com/sbnpvirtual/docs/mon_122721
https://cosantabarbara.app.box.com/s/srqdru1gy34r74f189ojvd71tiu4vcze/folder/127200143938
mailto:pcs%40pearlchasesociety.org?subject=Submission%20for%20The%20Capital
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HLC Consideration of the De la Guerra 
Plaza Remodel

In a Zoom meeting on January 19th, the Historic Landmarks Commission 
considered the RRM Design Group’s presentation of the “De la Guerra 
Plaza Revitalization Concept Hearing No. 3.” 
This meeting was a continuation of the previous concept review for the 

remodel of the historic Plaza. Alterations to the design based on past comments 
from the HLC were reflected in the presentation.

[Video of the meeting can be viewed HERE. NOTE: Discussion of the project 
begins at 3:29 on the video of the six-hour meeting.] 

HLC chair Anthony Grumbine was the only one at the meeting who liked 
the idea of the splash pad water feature. No commissioner seemed to like 
the design of the proposed arcade, which would function as a stage except at 
Fiesta, when a larger Fiesta stage would be erected in front of it. 

Continued on Page 4
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Historic Resources Element: The task force has received the staff comments on 
the text of the Element. On April 18, the task force started evaluating the staff 
suggestions. It will take at least one more meeting for the task force before a final 
document is completed. The City Council needs to be congratulated in authorizing 
this task force, thus ensuring that the acknowledgement and protection of our 
City’s irreplaceable historic resources are part of the new General Plan. In addition 
to volunteer efforts, substantial salaried time has gone into the document, which 
is the product of citizen and staff cooperation. Planner Heather Baker, the staff 
liaison, has been very efficient and responsive to the task force’s needs, through 
the almost year-long process.

Miramar Beach Road: The applicant who 
wanted to build a third story on a beach 
cottage at 1548 B Miramar Beach Road 
listened to the public. At the Montecito 
Board of Architectural Review hearing April 
18, a revised plan was presented. Instead 
of a full third story, a loft for sleeping 
quarters was proposed. The loft will raise 
the building height four feet and contain 
clerestory windows.  Although a step in 
the right direction, the revised design is 
not compatible with the neighborhood and 
does not respect the historic ambience of this 
historic row of beach cottages, as illustrated 
in a 1946 photograph.

901 Olive Street: A 51-foot tall, 61,000-square-foot apartment building is proposed 
to be built in the current parking lot behind the office building on the northwest 
corner of Olive and Canon Perdido streets. The height is necessary to provide a 
66 car-parking garage. In addition to a huge building, the architects propose to 
sheath both the existing two-story office building and the apartment with the latest 
modern metal siding. The result will be a modern building similar to those found 
in Seattle and Bellevue, Washington, or on a smaller scale Palm Springs. This style 
is not compatible with the neighborhood, nor with Santa Barbara.   
415 Hot Springs Road: This is the address of the Baron Maximillian H. C. von 
Romberg house designed by Lutah Riggs in 1927 and completed in 1938.  The 
Baron was described as a dashing daredevil who risked life and limb as an aviator, 
a racecar driver and a polo player. He died in an airplane crash prior to the 
house’s completion. His widow later married Burton Tremaine and became one 
of the premier collectors of modern art in Santa Barbara. The current owners of 
this historic house are in the process of restoring it to its original design.  The 
problem is that the traffic on Hot Springs has increased since 1938, causing what 
the owners consider excessive noise in the garden, and especially in the second-
story bedrooms. The owners are proposing a 12-foot- high sound wall 400 feet 
long along the Hot Springs.  The wall is to be inside the 20-foot setback where 
wall height is not regulated by ordinance. The property rises about 10 feet from 
Hot Springs enhancing the wall’s impact. Both the Montecito Association and 
MBAR have voiced objections.  
St Anthony’s: Although the Franciscan seminary on Garden Street is now the 
Garden Street Academy, for most Santa Barbara residents, it will always be the 
landmark known as St. Anthony’s. The school is located within the boundaries of El 

From left: 1543-B, 1544, and 1546 
Miramar Beach. Historical photo 

circa 1946 courtesy of Pamela 
Jameson Boehr.
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By Susan Chamberlin

Editor’s Note:
With this issue, we extend gratitude and appreciation for the many 
years of graphic design of The Capital by Dan Levin. He has always 
been a pleasure to work with, and a great supporter of the Pearl Chase 
Society. We wish him all success in his adventures ahead. 

We also offer a warm welcome to Lisa DeSpain, who has graciously 
stepped in to take on the job, and we look forward to working with her. 
Many thanks to both of these talented designers. 

Don’t forget to LIKE us on Facebook.    
www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety

DE LA GUERRA PLAZA
1850-1950

NEAR THIS SITE, AUGUST 26, 1850, 
TWO WEEKS BEFORE

CALIFORNIA STATEHOOD, DULY 
ELECTED COMMON COUNCIL

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA, HELD 
FIRST OFFICIAL MEETING.

HERE IN 1875, FIRST CITY HALL 
ERECTED AND AREA

STILL CENTER OF CITY’S 
GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITIES.
PLAZA SCENE EARLY SANTA 

BARBARA FIESTAS AND
DE LA GUERRA HOUSE SET 

STANDARDS FOR SANTA
BARBARA HOSPITALITY.

MARKER ERECTED BY CALIFORNIA 
CENTENNIALS COMMISSION 

IN CONSIDERATION WITH OLD 
SPANISH DAYS IN SANTA BARBARA 
AND SANTA BARBARA HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY.
DEDICATED AUGUST 26, 1950

(Continued on page 3)

https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/dm/historic/videos.asp
http://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
https://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
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Feedback included: worries about the homeless camping 
in it; make it simpler; make it more like the Harmer Adobe, 
which once occupied the site (a portion of its wall remains 
adjacent to City Hall); and get rid of it. 

Many commissioners wanted the proposed restroom 
to be simple in design and were concerned it would also 
attract the homeless. Most commissioners were happy 
that new landscaping would be extended to the City Hall 
façade on Anacapa Street, although the design still needs 
work. Several commissioners said they would like to see 
at least some grass remain in the Plaza for its softening 
and cooling effect. Citing the lawns at the Courthouse, 
chair Grumbine noted that this is not Spain or Italy, it is a 
California interpretation of a plaza.

A commissioner asked if the Plaza is a State Historical 
Landmark. Tim Hazeltine of Post/Hazeltine Associates, 
said no, but the 1950 recognition of the Plaza [as described 
on the Plaza’s plaque] would have to be considered. There 
was a lively exchange when Commissioner Edwin Lenvik 
asked if the architect’s project complies with the period 
of significance of 1850-1924, which Post/Hazeltine had 
identified as the period of significance in their 2011 Historic 
Structures Sites Report for the Plaza. 

He added, “You’ve never said if their design complies 

with anything,” and he wondered, if the project does 
not meet the period of significance, are you “possibly 
misleading” the applicant? Post/Hazeltine’s Pamela Post 
responded, “We don’t believe that,” and noted that they 
are providing input and guidance to the RRM design, not a 
formal analysis. [Read the HSSR HERE.]

Quite a few members of the public spoke including an 
architect who asked the HLC to pause the project until the 
Master Plan for State Street is complete. The majority of 
the public comments were opposed to the entire project or 
some parts of it. Commissioner Gordon remarked later that 
in early public workshops people were asked, “what do 
you like?” it was a blank slate, but now the public response 
to the proposal is “predominantly negative.” [Written 
public comments submitted before the meeting can be 
viewed HERE.]

Some commissioners were concerned that the remodel 
proposal would have a negative impact on the historic 
Plaza to the point where it might not meet the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards or trigger an environmental 
impact report or conflict with the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA.) The HLC voted to continue the 
concept review. As chair Grumbine said, “We need to get 
this right.” Final approval is yet to come.

De la Guerra Plaza Remodel (continued from page 2)

Historical Notes on 
De la Guerra Plaza
By Cheri Rae 
The importance of De la Guerra Plaza as a 
center of civic life in Santa Barbara predates 
California statehood. Over the years there 
has been much attention paid to this spot, as 
these historical accounts indicate. 

“The plaza between the city hall 
and the street will be beautified as 
a portion of the civic improvement 
schedule of the administration. 
The park commission is already 
working on this scheme of landscape 
decoration.” ~ Morning Press, 
December 2, 1910

“And restoration of De la Guerra 
plaza and return of De la Guerra 
mansion and its surroundings to the 

condition of the period of romantic 
history for which it stands the most 
conspicuous surviving representative. 
These, too, were advanced during the 
month toward actual construction and 
soon will be realized. The aesthetic 
and practical go hand in hand in 
the building of Santa Barbara. The 
practicability of the beautiful always 
is kept in sight. Dreams are coming 
true.” ~ Morning Press, July 12, 1922

“The first shock struck the city at 
about 6:44 AM. Within an hour there 
was a little green tent standing in the 
Plaza on De La Guerra Street, with the 
Red Cross flag flying above it and an 
energetic group at work inside and 
out.” ~ American Red Cross Report, 1926. 

“The plaza remains today the 
ceremonial and civic center of Santa 
Barbara.” ~ Santa Barbara: El Pueblo 
Viejo, 1986

“After the 1925 earthquake, she 
[Harriet Moody] formed a business 
partnership with George Morrison, 
a City Engineer, and they built many 
neighborhoods in Goleta and Isla 
Vista.” ~ The Capital, the Pearl Chase 
Society Newsletter, March 2016

[Ed. Note: George Morrison is the 
same Santa Barbara City Engineer 
whose “Plan of De la Guerra Plaza” 
was approved by the City Council 
on July 17, 1924, which is largely 
unchanged today.

Morrison and the City-approved 
1924 plan of the Plaza are not 
mentioned in the 2011 Historic 
Structures/Sites Report and Cultural 
Landscape Report for the Plaza 
by Post/Hazeltine Associates. The 
drawing was included in Preservation 
Watch, January 2022.]

Photos from “When Disaster Strikes,” American Red Cross (L) and  
Edson Smith Photo Collection (R). .

Community outreach on Victory Gardens 
at De La Guerra Plaza, circa 1940s. Photo 

Edson Smith Photo Collection.

https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/SBdocuments/Advisory_Groups/Historic_Landmarks_Commission/Archive/2022_Archives/03_Staff_Reports/2022-01-19_January_19_2022_Item_4_De_La_Guerra_Plaza_HSSR.pdf
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/SBdocuments/Advisory_Groups/Historic_Landmarks_Commission/Current/05_Public_Comment/2022_01_21_January_19_2022_Item_4_De_La_Guerra_Plaza_Public_Comment_Record.pdf
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He’s a native of Detroit, Michigan who, since 
1981, has found home in Santa Barbara. “The 
first time I came here,” he notes, “I knew this 

is where I wanted to live. And moving here was the 
best thing I ever did.”  

Filmmaker Jim Cutsinger, who heads Meadowgate 
Media Productions, is a man of wide-ranging talents 
and interests, including music, spirituality, nature, 
storytelling, history and the spirit of place. The book 
he’s reading right now is Patriot Chiefs, an historical 
account of the great Native American chiefs. He read 
it holed up in a rustic mountain cabin, miles off a 
lonely dirt road, far from phones, computers and 
anything but the natural world. 

His recent retreat was a way of decompressing 
and taking a bit of time off from the project that 
had consumed him for months, Birth of Beauty, the 
newly completed documentary about Santa Barbara’s 
architectural renaissance in the 1920s.

The film was inspired by his work on the Pearl 
Chase Society’s virtual Historic Homes Tour in 2021. 
Since it was impossible to host an in-person event due 
to Covid-19 restrictions, the Society commissioned 
the filmmaker to create a tour of homes on Plaza 
Rubio, giving them an online glimpse of the historic, 
architectural and natural charms of one of Santa 
Barbara’s most beautiful settings. 

But after completion, Jim realized there was much 
more to be said ~ and shown.

Board emeritus member Sue Adams and 
Marcella Simmons provided additional 
information about the architectural influence of 
the women who spearheaded the creation of Plaza 
Rubio, Jim began to see new possibilities for expanding 
the project. “They created a script about Margaret 

Forsyth Andrews, Mary 
Craig and Caroline 
Hazard that brought 
greater depth to the 
story,” he said. “And 
of course, you can’t 
forget the influence of 
Bernhard Hoffmann and 
Pearl Chase.” 

As he expanded 
the work from a tour 
to a documentary, 
he became more 
enthralled with this 
significant moment 
in Santa Barbara 
history, and more 
determined to tell it. 
He reached out to a 
dozen of colleagues 
who shared a variety 
of perspectives. They 
provided input, 
offered suggestions, 
and brought a synergistic quality to the final cut. 

“I love being part of a group and a shared 
purpose,” stated Jim, “and I’m delighted to have the 
opportunity to share this work about the visionaries 
who created this special part of Santa Barbara.”

Board president Steve Dowty noted, “The video 
Jim has created adds a new way for the Pearl Chase 
Society to communicate the importance of our 
community’s history. And the Society is pleased to 
provide significant funding to produce the project.”

Behind the Scenes with Birth of Beauty Filmmaker Jim Cutsinger 
By Cheri Rae

Filmmaker Jim Custinger notes, 
“Birth of Beauty has 2 distinct 
editions. The original, Birth of 

Beauty: The Santa Barbara Historic 
Homes Tour 2021, is a virtual homes 
tour, and the sequel, Birth of Beauty: 
The Santa Barbara Renaissance, is an 
historical documentary about the 
women behind the architectural 

renaissance of the 1920s.“  
Photo by John McKinney

Birth of Beauty tells the story of Margaret Forsyth Andrews (L), 
Caroline Hazard (C) and Mary Craig (R) and their visionary 

influence in Santa Barbara. Courtesy photo
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