
Society News and Notes by Cheri Rae

Board of Directors Meeting 
The April meeting was held on the grounds of the Santa Barbara Historical 

Museum, in the warm and inviting Covarrubias Room, made even more welcoming 
with a blazing fire in the fireplace. It was a busy multi-tasking session, complete 
with guests and a field trip.

Our guest (former board member) Robert Ooley provided an update about 
the restoration efforts at the Courthouse, which are extensive and, coming into 
sharp focus. He reported that after seven years, the fountain is fully operational, 
“to the great joy of everyone working on it.” The lawn will soon be restored, the 
curbing stones around the perimeter wall, which were removed to protect them, 
will be re-placed, and there is big news about the clock room, which is nearing 
completion. 

The 82-year-old Seth Thomas tower clock is one of some 3,000 sold worldwide, 
and it is thought that only about 10 percent of them are still in working order. The 
Courthouse clock has been restored with the installation of tiny electronic sensors, 
and its fascinating clockworks are now visible to the public, ADA accessible, and 
the newest must-see—and hear—for residents and guests. The 67-foot-long mural 
about time by Ed Lister, a local painter with experience in Hollywood sets and 
backdrops, is a wonder to behold. 

Robert also requested the Board consider a request to help the Architectural 
Foundation with its project to repair the siding of its headquarters in the Ashton 
House, the distinctive 1904 Italianate Victorian building at the corner of Garden 
and Victoria streets. More information will be forthcoming. 

Our second guest was Jason Bryan, Senior Recreation Supervisor with the City 
of Santa Barbara. He invited members of the Board to appear at the Parks and 
Recreation meeting on April 25 to receive recognition and the City’s appreciation 
for participating in the restoration of the Carrillo Recreation Center. He also briefly 
discussed the possibility of bringing back the local tradition of the Winter Ball, 
once hosted by Miss Pearl Chase, in 2013. 

Board members then enjoyed the opportunity to visit the Gledhill Library, 
and were treated to a presentation by Michael Redmon, our great community 
resource. He had assembled a number of fascinating clippings, photos and other 
historic treasures to provide insights about the collection of more than 70,000 
photos, 5,000 books and pamphlets, and countless clippings, original documents, 
magazines and newspapers that provide great accessibility and insight into the 
day-to-day, year-to-year accounts of Santa Barbara—its people, events, and place 
in our ever-changing world. 
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SCHEDULED MEETINGS OF INTEREST

Pearl Chase Society 

Board Meetings are held the first Thursday of the 
month. Please note the change in date and time to 
allow members to attend the Memorial Service for 
Selma Rubin, which is scheduled for the afternoon 
of May 3. 

May 10, MacVeagh House, 
2559 Puesta del Sol, 3:00 p.m.

Preservation Committee Meetings are held the 
fourth Friday of the month: 

May 24, Pico Adobe, 
123 East Canon Perdido Street, 11:00 a.m. 

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 

City meetings are broadcast live on City TV Channel 
18 and streamed live at www.santabarbaraca.gov/
Government/Video, where they are also archived 
and viewable on demand. 

City Council Meetings are held on Tuesdays at 
2:00 p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall: May 1, 
8, 15, 22. (No meeting on May 29 due to Memorial 
Day Holiday.)

Planning Commission Meetings are held on the 
first, second and third Thursdays of the month at 
1:00 p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall: May 3, 
10, 17, 31.

Historic Landmarks Commission Meetings are 
held every other Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. at the 
David Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden 
Street: May 9, 23.

Architectural Board of Review Meetings are held 
every other Monday at 3:00 p.m. at the David 
Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street: 
May 7, 14, 21.

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA 

County Board of Supervisor Meetings and 
Planning Commission meetings are broadcast 
live on CSBTV20. They are also streamed at www.
countyofsb.org/ceo/media02.aspx, where they are 
also archived and viewable on demand. 

County Board of Supervisors Meetings are held 
on three Tuesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara 
in the Board of Supervisors Hearing Room, 105 East 
Anapamu St., 4th Floor. The second meeting is held 
in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside Parkway: May 
1 (SB), 8 (SM), 15 (SB). 

County Planning Commission Meetings are held 
three Wednesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara at 
123 East Anapamu Street, Room 17, and the second 
meeting is held in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside 
Parkway: May 2 (SB), 9 (SM), 16 (SB).  

County Historic Landmarks Advisory Commission 
Meetings are held the second Monday of the month 
at 10 a.m. at 123 East Anapamu, Room 17 (unless 
specified otherwise): April 9.

And of course, our Annual Historic Homes 
Tour, May 20, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Bungalow Haven 
Neighborhood, with ample parking at Santa 
Barbara High School.

historic homes tour
THE PEARL CHASE SOCIETY presents its THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

Illustration: G
ail Lucas

sunday, may 20, 2012
11a.m. to 4p.m. • by advance reservation
.

SHOWCASING THE CLASSIC CALIFORNIA COTTAGES OF 
SANTA BARBARA’S BUNGALOW HAVEN NEIGHBORHOOD

TICKET PRICE: $55 PER PERSON

For Tickets and Information, please call (805) 961-3938
or visit PEARLCHASESOCIETY.ORG

historic homes tour
THE PEARL CHASE SOCIETY presents its THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

Illustration: G
ail Lucas

sunday, may 20, 2012
11a.m. to 4p.m. • by advance reservation
.

SHOWCASING THE CLASSIC CALIFORNIA COTTAGES OF 
SANTA BARBARA’S BUNGALOW HAVEN NEIGHBORHOOD

TICKET PRICE: $55 PER PERSON

For Tickets and Information, please call (805) 961-3938
or visit PEARLCHASESOCIETY.ORG

See Page 3 for full information
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  JUNE MEETINGS OF INTEREST 

PEARL CHASE SOCIETY
Next Board of Directors meeting: June 1 at the Santa 
Barbara County Genealogical Society, 316 Castillo 
Street, 3:30 p.m. 

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA
City Council Public Comment  

and Participating Online
City Council chambers are now open to the public 
for in-person meetings, or you have the option to 
participate electronically: 1) via telephone: Call 
(805) 564-5301 and leave your name, return phone 
number and the number of the item you wish to 
speak on. You will be called back during the meeting 
and will have the chance to make your statement 
then. 2) you may participate in the Zoom meeting 
that may be accessed HERE.
City meetings are broadcast live on City TV channel 
18 and streamed live HERE, where they are also 
archived and viewable on demand.

City Council 
Tuesdays at 2 pm at Council Chambers, City Hall: 
June 6, 13, 27

Planning Commission
First, second and third Thursdays of the month at 1 
pm at Council Chambers, City Hall: June 1, 8, 15

Historic Landmarks Commission
Every other Wednesday at 1:30 pm at the David 
Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street: 
June 7, 21 

Architectural Board of Review 
Mondays at 3 pm at the David Gebhard Public 
Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street. Full Board meets 
June 12, 26

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA
County Board of Supervisor Meetings and Planning 
Commission meetings are broadcast live on CSBTV20. 
They are also streamed live HERE where they are 
also archived and viewable on demand.

County Board of Supervisors
Three Tuesdays of the month at 9 am. The first and 
third meetings are held in Santa Barbara in the Board 
of Supervisors Hearing Room, 105 East Anapamu 
St., 4th Floor. The second meeting is (typically) held 
in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside Parkway. June 6 
(SB), June 22 and 23 Budget Hearings (SB), 27 (SM)

County Planning Commission
Three Wednesdays of the month at 9 am. The first and 
third meetings are held in Santa Barbara at 123 East 
Anapamu Street, Room 17, and the second meeting 
is (typically) held in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside 
Parkway. June 7 (SB), June 14 (SM), June 28 (SB)

County Historic Landmarks 
Advisory Commission

Second Monday of the month at 10 am at 123 East 
Anapamu, Room 17 (unless specified otherwise). 
June 12

Society News and Notes

Want to get involved, or have submissions for  
The Capital? Email us at PCS@pearlchasesociety.org. 

By Cheri Rae 

The Board continues to have lively discussions at our monthly 
meetings. In May, there was alarm expressed over state housing 
mandates that are bypassing long-held local land-use policies and 

review processes. Read an opinion piece on this issue on page 4. 
We are also focused on planning meaningful events for the 

community, 
including the next 
installments of the 
Kellam de Forest 
Speaker Series and 
the ideas about 
resumption of the 
Historic Homes 
Tours. Several 
sites are under 
consideration for 
tours in our post-
Covid-19 world. 
Please feel free to 
offer your insights 
and opinions about 
what has long been 
our successful 
annual fund-raiser. 

On June 9 at 
6 p.m., author 
Douglas Woods 
will be our next 
scheduled speaker, 
presenting his 
views on Spanish 
Colonial Revival-
style architecture. 

http://santabarbaraca.gov/gov/cityhall/council/default.asp
https://www.pearlchasesociety.org/
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/cityhall/council/meetings/videos/default.asp
https://santabarbaraca.gov/government/city-hall/city-tv-livestream
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/cityhall/council/default.asp
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/nz/planning/default.asp
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/dm/historic/default.asp
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/ac/abr/default.asp
https://www.countyofsb.org/
https://countyofsb.org/ceo/csbtv/media.sbc
https://countyofsb.org/bos
https://www.countyofsb.org/160/Planning-Development
https://www.countyofsb.org/1652/Historic-Landmarks-Advisory-Commission
https://www.countyofsb.org/1652/Historic-Landmarks-Advisory-Commission
mailto:pcs%40pearlchasesociety.org?subject=Submission%20for%20The%20Capital
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LIKE us on Facebook.    
www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety

Pearl Chase, Social Worker
Review by Richard Closson

It was a warm Santa Barbara evening, 
the kind that brings out locals and 
tourists, alike. Almost a hundred chose 

to spend it learning more about a woman 
credited with encouraging and saving 
much about our city’s built environment 
that is so attractive.

The second monthly lecture in the 
Pearl Chase Society’s “Kellam de Forest 
Speaker Series” featured Board member 
and Pearl Chase biographer, Cheri Rae, 
who filled gaps in our knowledge when 
we all thought, “Yes, I know Pearl Chase.” 
The presentation title “Pearl Chase, Social 
Worker,” immediately alerted those who “knew” her that this would 
not be the Miss Chase as elder stateswoman for earthquake rebuilding, 
historic preservation, or social activism. This would be the young Pearl, 
Boston-born, transplanted to Santa Barbara at 12, graduate of Santa 
Barbara High School and University of California Berkeley, and in-
person veteran of the San Francisco 1906 earthquake. Cheri provided an 
early glimpse of her presentation by summarily describing the Pearl we 
knew, “Before she was old, she was young.” 

The audience was treated to the notable high and low points in the 
history of the Society’s namesake. These included family tragedies, 
romantic ups and downs, academic excellence, physical injuries, limited 
career roles for women of the era, campaign successes, and her intersection 
with other acclaimed women.

Cheri’s introduction for us to 
the early Pearl Chase, described 
many events, circumstances, and 
environment that shaped her 
worldview and explained her lifelong 
selfless public activism. She suggested 
that activism was best captured in 
Miss Chase’s arguably most famous 
quote from 1907,

“I remember alighting from a train at 
the old Victoria Street Station, coming 
home for the holiday, how ashamed 
I was at Santa Barbara’s shabby 
buildings, dusty streets, and lack of 
landscaping. Then and there I resolved 
to making Santa Barbara a more 
beautiful place to live in.”

Youthful Pearl Chase, with many ideas 
to improve Santa Barbara in mind...

Elderly Pearl Chase, who accomplished so 
many of them.

http://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
https://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
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Cheri offered insights to Pearl Chase that less 
rigorous historians didn’t know. As she explained 
in her opening remarks, she’s been writing the 
definitive biography of Miss Chase for the last four 
years (due out this summer). But her research has 
stretched much farther back. Cheri published the 
small, hundred-page handbook, Pearl Chase: First Lady 
of Santa Barbara, in 2013, filled with details and quotes 
hard to find anywhere else. Her thorough knowledge 
was important to the audience when questions were 
posed about this or that. Cheri was able to back up 
and provide context material before answering the 
question. Everyone was a beneficiary.

Neither of our first 
two presentations in 
the Kellam de Forest 
Speaker Series have 
been dry, but attendees 
all appreciated the 
refreshments finale 
in the landmark 
Recreation Center 
courtyard. It was 
an opportunity to 
continue discussing 
Pearl over wine and 
waters, cheeses, 
crackers, fruit, and 
nuts. Not to mention 
renewal of friendships 

between historians and Society members that had 
abated during the pandemic. Many thanks are due 
to Society Board members who handled organization 
and setup of the venue—Claudia Schou, Dennis 
Whelan, and Steve Dowty—plus those with spouses 
who arranged the refreshments, including Stephanie 
Williams, Christine Neuhauser, Emma and Jim 
Brinkman, and Barbara Boyd. 

Editor’s Note: Special thanks also to the author, for 
his techno-expertise in deftly making all the computer 
connections. 

Addendum
Here is a special note to readers of The Capital (not 
included in the May 12th presentation): There is no 

direct connection 
between Miss Pearl 
Chase, the force of 
nature whose imprint 
on Santa Barbara we 
enjoy today, and the 
eponymous Pearl Chase 
Society. Our fledgling 
group in 1998 called 
itself “Santa Barbarans 
for Architectural 
Heritage” when we 
opposed demolition 
of two adjacent pre-
earthquake storefronts to 
allow enlargement of the 
Santa Barbara Museum 
of Art. (One storefront 
was spared and is the street-face of the museum’s 
current gift shop.) At that time, we seemed to be a lone 
voice, which suggested the need for an action-oriented, 
public historic preservation advocacy group. 

Unfortunately, another group had a similar name, 
so we borrowed cachet from the locally iconic Pearl 
Chase, who had died two decades earlier. We became 
the Pearl Chase Society. In 1998, there remained some 
of “Pearl’s Girls,” young women who had previously 
volunteered with Miss Chase to extend her reach and 
activities. A few Pearl’s Girls were eager members of 
our group once we adopted her name and pursued 
many of her objectives. Our similar interests and 
Pearl’s Girls are the only connection between Pearl 
Chase the person, and Pearl Chase the Society.

Presenter Cheri Rae with Penny Davies, who 
worked with Pearl Chase to defeat the two, nine-
story condo project, now the site of Alice Keck 

Park Memorial Garden. Photo by John McKinney

At your service: Jim Brinkman  
and Stephanie Williams.  
Photo by Rick Closson

Helpful hosts: Christine Neuhauser 
and Emma Brinkman.  
Photo by Rick Closson

The Name Game: In 1993, the City of Santa Barbara designated the Recreation Center, built and named 
in 1913, as a City Landmark. The structure was extensively restored in 2011, and it appears at that time, the 
city’s signage, and name “Carrillo Recreation Center” came into use. For directional purposes, we refer to it as 
the Carrillo Recreation Center, and when referring to it in a historical context, will continue to use its proper 
historic name. 
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An Opinion: On Housing Issues 
and Community Character 
By Christine Neuhauser 

Increasingly in Santa Barbara, we’re at the 
intersection of preservation and “progress” 
with an alarming increase in development that 

threatens the look, feel and historical ambience of 
this place we call home. It hardly seems possible that 
state mandates can take over local control of zoning 
and development issues—justified by the need for 
affordable housing—and it’s happening throughout 
California and here in Santa Barbara.  

In response to recent and numerous housing bills 
coming out of Sacramento since 2016, an organization, 
Our Neighborhood Voices, has created a housing 
initiative planned for the November 2024 ballot. The 
initiative restores local authority over land use back to 
local communities. This initiative is being endorsed by 
cities, community leaders, elected officials and citizens 
who are standing up to Sacramento’s top down, one-
size-fits-all housing bills over a “housing crisis”.

The State bills do not provide solutions for 
affordable housing as much as they reward 
developers and real-estate investors. This initiative 
will be a Constitutional Amendment which allows 
local communities to choose if they are going to 
follow the State law or follow local land use policies, 
good news for preservation of our cities and towns.

Recent housing legislature has resulted in a one-
size-fits-all-formula that leaves the developers in 
charge, under the cry for affordable housing, yet most 
of the housing built is at market rate. Some, such as 
SB9, allow up to four units on a single parcel. This 
causes property values to increase, making the trickle-
down economic theory even more impossible. Of 
significant concern, the developers, same as our AUD 
projects, are not responsible for impact fees, which 
pay for public safety, schools, public infrastructure of 
roads, water use, among other impacts.  

At a recent Our Neighborhood Voices update 
presentation, it was announced that just a few days 

before the city of Santa Monica adopted its housing 
element, they were notified of proposals for 4000 units 
within just a dozen projects. A project proposed in 
San Francisco is a 55-story complex, completely out 
of scale with the 2-story surroundings. Other projects 
proposed include a 6-story with 85-units in Mountain 
View, in a single-family neighborhood, and in Los 
Altos Hills, a 20-unit “Builder’s Remedy” project on a 
2-acre parcel in a single-family neighborhood. 

This “Builder’s Remedy” is part of the State’s 
Housing Accountability Act (HAA). It states 
that if a county or city is not in compliance with 
California’s housing development goals, developers 
are authorized to bypass zoning laws so long as 
the new housing development contains at least 20 
percent low-income housing or 100 percent middle-
income housing. The City of Santa Barbara is low on 
affordable housing and is considered noncompliant 
with the state’s housing element. This “Builder’s 
Remedy” is the justification given by a Los Angeles-
based developer for the recently introduced plan for 
a 30-unit apartment complex on a small vacant lot on 
Grand Avenue. The property is adjacent to the 115-
unit housing project built on the site of the former St. 
Francis Hospital by Cottage Hospital on the lower 
Riviera. Just six of those units will be low income.

For more information on this issue: Our Neighborhood 
Voices has already organized nearly 50,000 Californians 
to join their coalition to restore local democracy when it 
comes to community planning. For more information: 
OurNeighborhoodVoices.com. 

Errata: The Capital regrets an error in the review of our first Kellam de Forest Speaker Series presentation. 
Kellam established the format for detailed “De Forest Reports” in the early 1950s. They were not developed at 
the 1966 request of Star Trek creator Gene Roddenberry. The typical report format moved through the script—
page by page—noting all errors in order of occurrence, suggesting corrections, and offering advice to improve 
that aspect of the script. The Roddenberry memo presented to the audience was a gentle request from the 
producer for Kellam to organize the De Forest Reports for Star Trek episodes according to who on the Star Trek 
staff would deal with the issues, be that clerical staff for legal, copyright, and insurance issues, or story editors 
for scientific accuracy, logic, or common-sense issues.

Rendering of the 30-unit complex proposed for Grand Avenue.  
Credit: Courtesy Industrial Partners Group 

http://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
https://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
https://ourneighborhoodvoices.com/

