
Society News and Notes by Cheri Rae

Board of Directors Meeting 
The April meeting was held on the grounds of the Santa Barbara Historical 

Museum, in the warm and inviting Covarrubias Room, made even more welcoming 
with a blazing fire in the fireplace. It was a busy multi-tasking session, complete 
with guests and a field trip.

Our guest (former board member) Robert Ooley provided an update about 
the restoration efforts at the Courthouse, which are extensive and, coming into 
sharp focus. He reported that after seven years, the fountain is fully operational, 
“to the great joy of everyone working on it.” The lawn will soon be restored, the 
curbing stones around the perimeter wall, which were removed to protect them, 
will be re-placed, and there is big news about the clock room, which is nearing 
completion. 

The 82-year-old Seth Thomas tower clock is one of some 3,000 sold worldwide, 
and it is thought that only about 10 percent of them are still in working order. The 
Courthouse clock has been restored with the installation of tiny electronic sensors, 
and its fascinating clockworks are now visible to the public, ADA accessible, and 
the newest must-see—and hear—for residents and guests. The 67-foot-long mural 
about time by Ed Lister, a local painter with experience in Hollywood sets and 
backdrops, is a wonder to behold. 

Robert also requested the Board consider a request to help the Architectural 
Foundation with its project to repair the siding of its headquarters in the Ashton 
House, the distinctive 1904 Italianate Victorian building at the corner of Garden 
and Victoria streets. More information will be forthcoming. 

Our second guest was Jason Bryan, Senior Recreation Supervisor with the City 
of Santa Barbara. He invited members of the Board to appear at the Parks and 
Recreation meeting on April 25 to receive recognition and the City’s appreciation 
for participating in the restoration of the Carrillo Recreation Center. He also briefly 
discussed the possibility of bringing back the local tradition of the Winter Ball, 
once hosted by Miss Pearl Chase, in 2013. 

Board members then enjoyed the opportunity to visit the Gledhill Library, 
and were treated to a presentation by Michael Redmon, our great community 
resource. He had assembled a number of fascinating clippings, photos and other 
historic treasures to provide insights about the collection of more than 70,000 
photos, 5,000 books and pamphlets, and countless clippings, original documents, 
magazines and newspapers that provide great accessibility and insight into the 
day-to-day, year-to-year accounts of Santa Barbara—its people, events, and place 
in our ever-changing world. 
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SCHEDULED MEETINGS OF INTEREST

Pearl Chase Society 

Board Meetings are held the first Thursday of the 
month. Please note the change in date and time to 
allow members to attend the Memorial Service for 
Selma Rubin, which is scheduled for the afternoon 
of May 3. 

May 10, MacVeagh House, 
2559 Puesta del Sol, 3:00 p.m.

Preservation Committee Meetings are held the 
fourth Friday of the month: 

May 24, Pico Adobe, 
123 East Canon Perdido Street, 11:00 a.m. 

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 

City meetings are broadcast live on City TV Channel 
18 and streamed live at www.santabarbaraca.gov/
Government/Video, where they are also archived 
and viewable on demand. 

City Council Meetings are held on Tuesdays at 
2:00 p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall: May 1, 
8, 15, 22. (No meeting on May 29 due to Memorial 
Day Holiday.)

Planning Commission Meetings are held on the 
first, second and third Thursdays of the month at 
1:00 p.m. at Council Chambers, City Hall: May 3, 
10, 17, 31.

Historic Landmarks Commission Meetings are 
held every other Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. at the 
David Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden 
Street: May 9, 23.

Architectural Board of Review Meetings are held 
every other Monday at 3:00 p.m. at the David 
Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street: 
May 7, 14, 21.

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA 

County Board of Supervisor Meetings and 
Planning Commission meetings are broadcast 
live on CSBTV20. They are also streamed at www.
countyofsb.org/ceo/media02.aspx, where they are 
also archived and viewable on demand. 

County Board of Supervisors Meetings are held 
on three Tuesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara 
in the Board of Supervisors Hearing Room, 105 East 
Anapamu St., 4th Floor. The second meeting is held 
in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside Parkway: May 
1 (SB), 8 (SM), 15 (SB). 

County Planning Commission Meetings are held 
three Wednesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. The 
first and third meetings are held in Santa Barbara at 
123 East Anapamu Street, Room 17, and the second 
meeting is held in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside 
Parkway: May 2 (SB), 9 (SM), 16 (SB).  

County Historic Landmarks Advisory Commission 
Meetings are held the second Monday of the month 
at 10 a.m. at 123 East Anapamu, Room 17 (unless 
specified otherwise): April 9.

And of course, our Annual Historic Homes 
Tour, May 20, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Bungalow Haven 
Neighborhood, with ample parking at Santa 
Barbara High School.

historic homes tour
THE PEARL CHASE SOCIETY presents its THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

Illustration: G
ail Lucas

sunday, may 20, 2012
11a.m. to 4p.m. • by advance reservation
.

SHOWCASING THE CLASSIC CALIFORNIA COTTAGES OF 
SANTA BARBARA’S BUNGALOW HAVEN NEIGHBORHOOD

TICKET PRICE: $55 PER PERSON

For Tickets and Information, please call (805) 961-3938
or visit PEARLCHASESOCIETY.ORG

historic homes tour
THE PEARL CHASE SOCIETY presents its THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

Illustration: G
ail Lucas

sunday, may 20, 2012
11a.m. to 4p.m. • by advance reservation
.

SHOWCASING THE CLASSIC CALIFORNIA COTTAGES OF 
SANTA BARBARA’S BUNGALOW HAVEN NEIGHBORHOOD

TICKET PRICE: $55 PER PERSON

For Tickets and Information, please call (805) 961-3938
or visit PEARLCHASESOCIETY.ORG

See Page 3 for full information
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  AUG / SEP MEETINGS OF INTEREST 

PEARL CHASE SOCIETY
Next Board of Directors meeting: September 7 at 
the Santa Barbara County Genealogical Society, 316 
Castillo Street, 3:30 p.m. 

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA
City Council Public Comment  

and Participating Online
City Council chambers are now open to the public 
for in-person meetings, or you have the option to 
participate electronically: 1) via telephone: Call 
(805) 564-5301 and leave your name, return phone 
number and the number of the item you wish to 
speak on. You will be called back during the meeting 
and will have the chance to make your statement 
then. 2) you may participate in the Zoom meeting 
that may be accessed HERE.
City meetings are broadcast live on City TV channel 
18 and streamed live HERE, where they are also 
archived and viewable on demand.

City Council 
Tuesdays at 2 pm at Council Chambers, City Hall: 
August 1, 22, 29; September 12, 19, 26

Planning Commission
First, second and third Thursdays of the month at 1 
pm at Council Chambers, City Hall: August 3, 10, 17; 
September 7, 14, 21

Historic Landmarks Commission
Every other Wednesday at 1:30 pm at the David 
Gebhard Public Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street: 
August 2, 16; September 13, 27

Architectural Board of Review 
Mondays at 3 pm at the David Gebhard Public 
Meeting Room, 630 Garden Street. Full Board meets 
August 7, 21; September 18

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA
County Board of Supervisor Meetings and Planning 
Commission meetings are broadcast live on CSBTV20. 
They are also streamed live HERE where they are 
also archived and viewable on demand.

County Board of Supervisors
Three Tuesdays of the month at 9 am. The first and 
third meetings are held in Santa Barbara in the Board 
of Supervisors Hearing Room, 105 East Anapamu 
St., 4th Floor. The second meeting is (typically) held 
in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside Parkway. August 
22 (SB), August 29 (SM); September 12 (SB), 19 (SM)

County Planning Commission
Three Wednesdays of the month at 9 am. The first and 
third meetings are held in Santa Barbara at 123 East 
Anapamu Street, Room 17, and the second meeting 
is (typically) held in Santa Maria at 511 East Lakeside 
Parkway. August 9 (SB), August 30 (SM); Sept. 6 (SB), 
Sept. 13 (SM), Sept. 27 (SM)

County Historic Landmarks 
Advisory Commission

Second Monday of the month at 10 am at 123 East 
Anapamu, Room 17 (unless specified otherwise). 
August 14; September 11

News and Notes: Annual Meeting

Want to get involved, or have submissions for  
The Capital? Email us at PCS@pearlchasesociety.org. 

By Cheri Rae 

On Sunday, July 23, the 
Pearl Chase Society hosted 
its annual meeting at the 

Ranchero Room in Harry’s Café. 
The collection of photos on the 
walls of the private room reminded 
members of the historic sweep of 
our community, a fitting setting 
for talk of our vital preservation 
work, ever-more crucial in the face 
of development threats from far 
beyond our sphere of influence. 

Our guest speaker Mary Turley, spoke to the multiple issues of concern on the 
development front, most alarmingly the curtailment of local review processes and long-
held community standards related to architecture, density, and zoning. Representing the 
grassroots movement known as Our Neighborhood Voices, she compared addressing 
state housing issues as Whack-a-Mole. “California Land Use policy is broken” she 
declared. “And there is a concerted effort to take it away from local communities.” 

Turley introduced the phrase “YIMBY,” (Yes In My Backyard), and frequently 
invoked the name of State Senator Scott Weiner, who has been termed “The patron saint 
of the YIMBY movement” by the Los Angeles Times. (If this issue is of interest, check 
YIMBY Action) And she made the point that much of this movement is sponsored and 
funded by “deep pockets” of Silicon Valley.

She offered several alarming visual examples of outsized housing projects that have 
recently been approved in communities like Palo Alto, Santa Monica, and Marin City, 
as well as a 55-story project proposed in San Francisco. Turley also referred to the local 
“Builder’s Remedy” project on Grand Avenue. As recently submitted, it consists of 30 

units with just four to six designated affordable. 
Emphasizing that the organization is “not 
against affordable housing,” she added that the 
group’s aim is to “restore local land use policies.” 

Our Neighborhood Voices is working on an 
initiative to place a measure on the November 
2024 ballot to amend the California Constitution 
to restore local control over land use policies. For 
more information HERE.

Changes to the Board of Directors: After 
many years of service as Secretary on the board 
that have been much appreciated, Barbara Boyd 
stepped down and Dennis Whelan stepped up, 
leaving an opening as Vice President, which 

Christine Neuhauser took on. Both Dennis and Christine were unanimously elected, 
and Nate Cultice was also unanimously re-elected for another term as Treasurer. We 
are grateful for their distinguished service, and many thanks to Patti Ottoboni for her 
work in planning another successful and well-attended annual meeting. 

Dream Team: Meeting organizer Patti 
Ottoboni and guest speaker Mary Turley. 

We’re just wild about Harry’s.

http://santabarbaraca.gov/gov/cityhall/council/default.asp
https://www.pearlchasesociety.org/
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/cityhall/council/meetings/videos/default.asp
https://santabarbaraca.gov/government/city-hall/city-tv-livestream
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/cityhall/council/default.asp
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/nz/planning/default.asp
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/dm/historic/default.asp
https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/brdcomm/ac/abr/default.asp
https://www.countyofsb.org/
https://countyofsb.org/ceo/csbtv/media.sbc
https://countyofsb.org/bos
https://www.countyofsb.org/160/Planning-Development
https://www.countyofsb.org/1652/Historic-Landmarks-Advisory-Commission
https://www.countyofsb.org/1652/Historic-Landmarks-Advisory-Commission
mailto:pcs%40pearlchasesociety.org?subject=Submission%20for%20The%20Capital
https://yimbyaction.org/2021/
https://ourneighborhoodvoices.com/
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LIKE us on Facebook.    
www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety

Viva La Fiesta! Fifty Years ago, Pearl Chase was 
the Grand Marshal of El Desfile Historico
By Cheri Rae 

Without a doubt, Pearl’s favorite 
time of the year was the first 
week of August, the time set 

aside for the Old Spanish Days Fiesta 
celebration. She kept her calendar clear 
of meetings and civic responsibilities. 
It was the time for her to relax and join 
with other members of the community, 
celebrating cool mornings, warm 
afternoons, and nights under starry 
skies, as Santa Barbara magically came 
to life, sharing food and folklore, music 
and dance, elegant choreography and 
elaborate costumes. 

And always, El Desfile Historico, 
the historic parade featuring the grand 
spectacle of colorfully decorated coaches 
and floats carrying local dignitaries, and 
countless equestrians atop a variety of elegant horses, including locally 

bred golden palominos. Pearl reveled in the 
annual observance of pageantry, horsemanship, 
historical events, pure entertainment and 
romanticized local mythology. She especially 
recognized the importance of the event to 
boosting the local economy and reinforcing the 
priceless image of romantic old Santa Barbara 
throughout the year.  

Pearl often wrote to friends and family who 
lived out of town and invited them to enjoy the 
unique summer festivities with her. She wrote 
her cousins in Boston, “The Old Spanish Days 
Fiesta is August 8-12, and will, I hope, attract 
some of my good relatives. If you find the 
slightest interest in any one of your friends, let 
me know and I will send them a program and 
information about accommodations if they plan 
to be in town at this busy time.”

Another year, she wrote a recap to a Boston 
banker: “Our Old Spanish Days Fiesta was 
a great success and tremendously enjoyed 
by the people. The program is arranged so 

Pearl’s 1973 Grand Marshal 
ribbon. Photos this page 

courtesy Community 
Development and Conservation 

Collection. SBHC Mss 1. 
Department of Special Research 

Collections, UCSB Library, 
University of California.

Pearl’s father, Hezekiah Chase and 
friends celebrate Fiesta on the balcony 

above his real estate office at 1012 
State Street. 

http://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
https://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
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that there will be entertainment every day in great 
variety and without cost.” She continued, detailing 
her involvement, “A pageant is the only affair 
sponsored by the Fiesta Committee. I ran, as usual, 
a number of Garden Tours, the Mexican Fruit and 
Flower Market and an exhibit of foreign posters in 
the public library.”  

Pearl enthusiastically embraced the flavor and 
folklore of Fiesta, and always dressed for the occasion 
with an assortment of ornate costumes. She accessorized 
them with lacy mantillas, elegant embroidered and 
fringed shawls, and an array of elaborate Spanish combs 
that she collected over the years. 

In 1973, at the age of 84, Pearl was named Grand 
Marshall of Fiesta. She was honored by the designation 
and honored to invite Fr. Maynard Geiger, the noted 
Mission archivist, to accompany her. She accepted the 
invitation in a letter to the President of Old Spanish 
Days, with “deep appreciation,” and noted, “Father 
Geiger is widely known, greatly admired, respected 
and loved.” She added, “We have worked together 
on matters concerning the history of the state, the 
community and its people, and on the Advisory 
Committee of La Purisima Mission State Historic 
Park.” She closed her letter, “Hoping that the directors 
and their many co-workers will enjoy Old Spanish 
Days and that the sun will shine upon you.” 

Pearl and the priest enjoyed their fifty-five-minute 
journey, in the open-air carriage borrowed from the 

City of Pasadena and used to transport the Mayor 
of that city in the Tournament of Roses parade. The 
Fiesta parade chairman termed it “a triumphant drive 
up State Street.” But at the end of the parade, there 
was some sort of snafu in transporting her to the 
reviewing stand. As Pearl good-naturedly described 
it, “They never found the driver and I had the distinct 
honor of riding in the smaller police car with a 
handsome patrolman.” 

She apologized to Fr. Geiger, who had to walk back 
to his car, and expressed her gratitude for his company 
along the parade route. “Thank you again for riding 
with me and greeting our fellow citizens—old and 
young—light and dark—big and little,” she wrote.  

For more information about this year’s Fiesta, 
August 2-6, HERE.

Striking a pose: All dressed up in her Fiesta finery, Pearl celebrated 
Fiesta from the beginning in 1924 through the end of her days.

Grand Marshal Pearl, accompanied by Fr. Maynard Geiger, trusted 
friend and fellow preservationist, along the parade route in 1973. Photos 
this page courtesy Gledhill LIbrary, Santa Barbara Historical Museum. 

¡Viva La Fiesta!

https://www.sbfiesta.org/
https://www.sbfiesta.org/
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The Kellam de Forest Speaker Series Resumes in September
By Cheri Rae  
Who: Lauren Weiss Bricker, Ph.D, Professor, Department of Architecture, 
California Polytechnic University Pomona, noted speaker and scholar 

What: The life and times of David Gebhard 
Where: A change in venue: Built in 1925, the renovated, historic Alhecama 

Theatre, (215 a E. Canon Perdido), is located on the Trust for Historic Preservation 
property. Formerly the home of the Ensemble Theatre Company, it is tucked in 
the back, behind the Trust’s Research Center on Canon Perdido and La Playa Azul 
Restaurant on Santa Barbara Street. 

When: September 8, six o’clock p.m.
Why: To learn another of the untold stories of Santa Barbara 
How: Convenient parking is available at no charge at the lot behind Panino, 

and an easy walk-up across Canon Perdido and up the parking lot; from Santa 
Barbara Street, enter adjacent to La Playa Azul. Signage will be in place.

David Gebhard: His name is invoked in reverential tones; a proclamation in his 
honor hangs in the city’s Public Meeting Room named for him. It reads in part, “He 

worked diligently to 
establish, improve and implement the fair guidelines 
and ordinances that protect Santa Barbara and its 
unique quality of life and visual charm.” 

Dr. Bricker explains, “When he came to Santa 
Barbara in the 1960s, he quickly made Ms. Chase’s 
acquaintance…they shared an ethos of preservation 
within the context of a social agenda.” Learn 
more about the prolific architectural historian, 
preservationist, and educator from our special guest 
speaker. And stay afterward to enjoy social time in the 
courtyard of the theatre complex. 

To reserve your spot, call 805-961-3938
A partial listing of his books HERE
Read about the Trust’s restoration of the theatre and 

designation as a City historic landmark in 2018 HERE

The Provenance of a Portrait 
By Cheri Rae 

For many years, the portrait presented to Pearl Chase on her 90th birthday 
has been on display at the Recreation Center. Back in 2012, when the city 
embarked on a project to upgrade the popular center, the Pearl Chase 

Society took on the responsibility to restore and reframe the iconic portrait.
Despite its placement in a prominent spot in the Recreation Center, there has 

not been an explanation of its significance. Until now. 
Board Secretary Dennis Whelan initiated the project to create a tasteful plaque 

that gives information and context for the portrait, created in 1978. On behalf of 
the Pearl Chase Society, he recently arranged for its installation, aside the portrait 
of the distinguished Chase. Complete with the Pearl Chase Society logo, the 
explanatory plaque is a welcome addition to the Recreation Center and a fitting 
tribute to the woman who spent so many years working in the historic building in 
the heart of the city. 

Portion of the theatre’s restored 1928 mural by Ross Dickinson,  
depicting a Mediterranean village scene. 

Interpretive plaque presented to the 
Recreation Center by PCS Secretary 

Dennis Whelan.

http://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
https://www.facebook.com/PearlChaseSociety
tel:+18059613938
https://www.alibris.com/search/books/author/David-Gebhard
https://sbthp.wordpress.com/2018/10/12/the-alhecama-theatre-is-santa-barbaras-newest-city-landmark/

